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* Everard's Epiſtle to the ſeveral 
. Congregations of the Non- * 
| conformiſts. _ 
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"2 od 4 mary ry other Signs and Wonder truly | 


. Ciples, which are not written in this 
Book: But theſe are written that ye 
might believe that feſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that in belie * 
301 might have life through his name, 

"M0 20. 30, 31. 
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N exatt tnfddering f 
the whole Epiſtle” by 
Paragraphs, mould 
* kave S etlec my in 
= tended little Book in» 
10 « great Volume ; nor did Þ'con- 
cerve it needful : and that becauſe 
the Captain himſelf hath contracted 
the pith of all that 7is pertinent, 
into his 'fixth reaſon 'a2ainft- the 
Scriptures being a Rule ; His 
Argument from Heaven jor the 
A 3 R07448 
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To the Reader. 


Roman Church beiug Tfudee and 
Guide ; and his fox Queries {G Uppce 
{ed atterly deftruttive to, and at- 
Fogether -unanſwerable upon, the 
grounds of Proteſtants ; and "now 
all thefe be at large trarſcribed, 
examined, and folutd : And yet 
teft the b s intelligent Reader 
{ould ftamste, or the Adverſary 
inſult, 1 have.in an _dnonitory 
prefatory d:ſcourſe ſ3 far taken 
notice of all his moſtly ſcertiftg 
rnport art coprlaficas and ohjedthoas. 
as t0 make it apparent that they 
"haze nexzht elſe, © Jave fenoraice, 
ineduerten:y., | lffbaeſ s\ 
firong delufrng ZD ſupport Py 
riſe. unto them. , Nor 
male it my only buſiatefs to -þþ 
doxn (though that maſt needs be 
vheir great work that have. to do 
with Babel. builders) but ha ve all 
alone aſcertained what I mould vr 
ſhould eſtabliſh, from ſuch. commog 
principles of Relizion and Reaſon, 
45 are eenten to by Papiſty., 


Prote. 


To the Reader. 
aud | Proteſtants, and the Univerſality 


PPCe at- leaſt of Chriſtians, 4s for re- 
at. viling, had not his own guilt put 
the him on to caution againſt it, I 
nav | ſhould never have thought of it ; 
ved, | mhat ts of perſonal concern 1s oc- 
yer | cafioned by his own writings, cir- 
Aer {| cumſlant to the matter under d:- 
ary | bate, and all contained in one ſin 
ory © |} - gfe Page; the whole is cloſed with 
len | 4 wvinaication of the Great Saint 
'#Þ» | Avguſtin from favouring the pre- 
as, | ceedings of ſo praud an Apoſtate as _ 
7 = Robert Everard. | 


Foſeph Harrifon. 
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An-4nſwer to Robert © Eve-- 


_Tards Epiſtle to the ſeveral Con- 


PYegations of the Non:oaf: Or - 


Shall at preſent ſuppofe Ribert 
Everard tobe noRomith Jeſu- 


ited Prieſt, but Qhondam Captain Pas. 91: 


A. to a Troop of Rebellions Soul- 
diers, and do conclude fromhis-own 
Printed papefs; attended with ſome 
obviouscircumſtances,that four things 
did chiefly concur to'the ſhipwrack- 
ing .of his Faith; "Firf,” Inoraice 
Secondly ,” Taadvertency, ' of Intptu- 


dence, Thirdly, Self-igtereſt, Firrthly, 


A juſt jidgment of God 'in ſending 


believe a ie... 


The , mans .' 18gnorance* ' appeats ,, 

. Firſt -jn that” he' cannot. conſtrue, 

credo Sanftam Eccleſiam 'Catholicam, '] 

believe'the Being, but renders (asif 

' he-had read) credo Sante, &cc. 1: bes? \ » 
pen 2. + .  lieve - 


A 5 


{uch ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould. 
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. that. -there__ 18; 


tay 


lieve the ſaying, of the Holy Catho- 
lick Church ; ſers hence in the front 
of Nis Book, and urges all along, 
the Churches , and in the iſſue the 
Roman Churches pretended infallible 
declaration .for the foundation of 
Faith.' * When yet the very Otted 
teacheth him 

Firſt, To confeſs, F bebevs int God 
the Father, in the Son, and in the Holy 
Gheſt, as that-which muſt neceſſarily 
forego and found his. believing firſt 
a Holy Catholick 
 Chinch, as well as that there is a 
Communion of Saints ; nor doth..it 
give. any more prone fs ro conclude 
the one, thanrhe other for to be in- 
fallible. Tecondh, Thougti the Captain 
before the cloſure of the Book, be ſÞ 

well tau vgs 25.0 prove the Roman 
 Chbich infallible in 0 ceing » & 
 Tertain Nori 


tore than. jo Jpn ar, out hgh veep 
1c3s Tadex; no more than ſurmiſed to- 
bedone by.S... Francis, S. Dominick,ard 


*the Monk A»f7», with ſach like, to | 
-confirm, 3nd that bur ſome few of |} 
- her {uperſticious Podrias 3: Nay Lo = 

ide . ſuch» as Perſons deftroyi 
Faith, taking away all humane $1 
Ver fY " 
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Wael We pr 
1ttpoſſible to be our. ſelves 
'or pot fe thatteath us to Kaokh, 0 S RNLiDES, 
Vader ew as-t0/'u oe og no more 


RESO 


chan og ly, no mol probably 
Af ks tx ; and 


knowing' ys. that the Chi tians 
4 | py : Fre 


TOS 


verſe; &e. thitthalf refaſe upon. 27 
Þltible Teſticacnie to believe Rories 
{o extreamly improbable 3 yet is he 
ſuch.a Novice inthe beginmng, that 
he cantior ſo much as offer 'an atgu- 
meh for [the fruth- of Chriſtianity, 
frott- all the undoubted Miracles 


wrought by Chriſt and:his Apoſtles, Pag. 6; 


for two-orher end fave the confirming. 
thereof, Heb. 2. 3, 4. fecort ed. i 1: 
rang Writ, that TX ogy _ | 
obn 29, 31. not denye the 
Advetfaties of out Faith, Ms Be 
celebriiifly att y the unions. 


 conſetit of ' al iftians.. in 
ſucceetitig Fg&.Not has hea works 
fay to the letih chatin' oppo 


tioh to che Evanfelift, . calls, Fai 


thus founded.an Opinion, An humour; 


Bur inſtead of th TN, grants, that: 
ex pare, wo Is 


true. ; fer, Pagahs, may 
be as well elated of of chat ſeveral 
Ve | can'b be of qQur$ 3 , 90! 


by e Fallible © certainty : :. 


es 


(4). 
[certainty Jhath no [fallble]fave that 
they may 3 the 7ews, Turks and Pagans 


[fallible] no[ certainty Jſave that they 


do, imagine It. 


And ſecondly, that it is irrational 
thus to argue, 4 Deoftore ad Dottri- 


nam, from the Perſon to the thing, 


from ' what may be,. to what 1s. 


Eaxctid may be fallible, and yet his. 


demonſtrations not-decerve ; we may 


know our f{elves, and thoſe that teach 


us, to be ſubje& to miſtake ; and yet 
know too, that in this or thatÞarticu- 
lar neither they nor we are miſtaken. 
'Chriſtianity as tous may be cer- 
tainly true ;certainly ſo demonſtrated 
to Jews, Turks and Pagans : and yet 
every Man confeſled to bea liar,every 
Church ex parre f#i in a poſlibility to 
commit-an error in this thing ; But, 
34h.The man cannot diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the internal teſtimony of the ſpi- 
rit vouchſafed ſometimes unto ſome, 
and that conſtant hiſtotical evidence 
which isafforded unto.all When he 
was a Laker, it's like he confoundel 
the original Cauſe; and. the original 


-Language, and nory he cannot make a 
difference betwixt the efficient cauſe 
of our: believing, and the formal Ob- 
of 8 I es _- * 
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| ject, round or Reaſon of Faith. He 


diſcourſes with a man ſenſual, as ifhe 
had the ſpirit; and imagines, that the 
Holy Ghoſt,which is ſent to witneſs 
with our - ſpirits that we are the 
children of God, ſhould in the ſame 
manner and -meaſure, witneſs rhe 
Divine truth of every particular Book 
and Text of Scripture. . And hence 
inſtead of Firſtly telling the ſenſual. 


{ Lay Gentleman, that he believed the 


Scriptures to be the word-of God fide 
Hiſtorica, by an Hiſtorical Faith,upon 
the account of univerſal Tradition: ; 
He talks with, him about an-inward 
infallible Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
and makes that ſpiritual ſenſe and 
feeling, Which is peculiar to Gods Elec 
ſealing up their intereſt in Chriſt , 

to be the' common convincing | 
ground of that being indeed | the 

Spirits Teſtimony. - And whereas ke 
(hould have -reſ6lved his faith into 
the A Authority, and verity 
of God himſelf ſpeaking in Scriptures 
as the formal ground thereof, and 
into.the ſpirits. inlightoing, inlivening 


7 Power as the. efficient-cauſe 3 He 


reſolves it \wholly into. an inward - 
Teſtimony. of the ſpirit, of VICH 
up | | LOL. 
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| (it ag pews): neither. 6f che! 


waits: ( Giveby! hear-lay ) ket ary 
: ages ninveud oy the 


by the Spirit 3 by te Spr Car Y 


rural verities to. Cana nee NY 


as:Dr. 2#9cr walobſervech; there - is 
2 {ufficierit and certain repreſeneation. | 
propoſe to us/ift the Scripture, both | 

things thax are to. be - beheved ; 
_ of thitt R of upord which we 
ought to believe thei, See Xow. 6.26, 
Neo. Does he *Y 

f1 eve «& 
difference berwixe tem ts | 
to ſt _ | 
| KIONS rat 
h whinhs we ll ſabviſical, mevimns 


fxg adhering. rÞ ;. and. | 
ſtin I ge Aloo} That | 
Ay - tad to its: 
SES ttlah Ktibws fuch a. 
dpalttion.2o-be | r vetled to: mor- 
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#6D) . 
wid fer +] Thou ve ra te 


ro the abject ike like oooh pi 


ſormetifiis Wealker of Ec 

f6d,or thiefe dll —_ 
of different farhs- "cannot 
be faveds; for thive ir bother Wane andy 


Tn given, Bec, AFL $/14.0ther fonn- 
dation ok) #0) 1944 lay; that that is Tait 
WID Rar Chrift; x Cor.'5, it .ohetsſs 
8 to this; is- cothmietided 

atid comithanded, Eph. 4. 5. cortipated 


| wwith-2þk 4 13. unto the wir "uf 


#4 Fulrh ld - karledte of the) 6h 
of 'God, Hs vhilt belleveth on the Su 


I. 5 God; hath fe Brevnals, bd he (Hh 
| belieutth nit; 8:0; Fobi''y/ 36; Brit mien 


be of di erent Faiths complex, 
mw 'nay comraty Ines 


&t r\itou 
2 Glvarion, Some 


Ns 


Hiy, Stbbles !ms- beliwenrk* be "was 
"Eat rok _ ws #5. a 


(8) | 
true(as Thomas determines.) cannoths | 
d, unleſs, wefirftknow the certain- [Pfu 
ty -of the Medien, Or Reaſon where: |---1 
by the. concluſion is demonſitated ;; [* 
but it is impertinent- to Faith-,. as 
Eſtins well concludes, by what means | 
we believe the _prime'- Verity,-thar | 111 
is, by. what, means God uſeth to- be- | 
ſtow on men the gift of Faith. He | 
may do it -as- well by the preaching | 
of the meaneſt Miniſter, as: of: the || 
. ng Apoſtle: for indeed neither $ 
he one nor the other is or needs. to 
be (what he ppater) a foundation $5: 
or Argument whereon to” build;but- 8. - 
{mply a. medium or - inftrament | 
whereby is begotten and brought Mr. 
forth that Faith which is of the-ope- | 
ration; of God. And therefore in | 
. vain does he' diſpute about_the-Pri- | 
mitive Chriſtians believing, , either 5 
becauſe-, the: Apoſtles. {o taught, ' or | 
Simon Magus {0 affirmed 3 for it was } 
not. becauſe, but by the. Preaching,, | 
whether of Paxl, or Apollos ,« that | 
they. did; believe We | have not” do- | 
-mjnion over- your. Faith , - 2: Cor, 1. 24. 
Whothen us Paul *:on wha us poles 2 bur | 
Jmifters by whom. ye . believed ,... even | 
-«s.the, Lord gave to every max, 1 Cir, ZE 
e. 


9) 
The Captains inadyertency, or im- "1 
1 ſptudence is as evident. | | 
>. |. Firſt; Tn that he never calls ro 
” mind, that Prieſts and Jeſuites, pals 
s uſually under the Notion of Lay 
s |Gentlemen, and great Folks cling: 
ct [Truſts, Ezelike, to his own: Skill, and 
>. (never - makes known eitherchis doubts, 
e ſor. the Gentlemans objections to 
ny: of theProceſtant Miniſters. He 
e borrows, its. tree,” aicertain'dea] of 
Mopiſh Books 3 The, Rueſtian of: Que 
Bets) Novelty repreſſed,” Fiax © Lux , 
Wnfdelity unmarked, 67 a confutatics © of 
Bock, publiſhed by 'Mr.  Wilham 
Calling otth, but never inquires for. | 
William. Chillingwerth 's ovin Book; L- 
fror Dr. Hammonds. an{wer. to' Infidelity 
IU»maiked, ut his! vindication.-of rhe- 
Lord ' Falkland. '.He never ſends. to 
iDr. Owen for his animadverſions on 
$Fiat Lzx, nor: advifeth'-with: Mr: 
Baxter about Nevelty: /appreft.z-\ Had: 
he conſulced with theſe>Minifters of 
: j ours, and told us wherein: they failed 
4m theanſwering either theſe-Books , 
gor the Lay Gentlemans . Objections , 
Jit might have been of flome moment, 
g have -ſtartled perhaps ſome of. the 
S Nonconformiſts ; but to _— a 
* rt 


(es) | 
ſtirr and ata how mildly, how [1 
profoundly the: Lay en ob- 
jected ;and thenhow ex ey Oo Jl 
bled, - how ſtrangely che Hor Ca he 
_ tail was gravelled, argues n Ht 

fave the! Gentlemans cunning crafti- 

neſs,and he Captains daſtardly week- bel 
nes : the cauſe no more concerned, fſof 
than if they had never had meeting. 


Secondly, He never conſidered; B; 
the the Gentleman Was . choir oe of 


pry a "Robey: never. pro. | 


poles if, when che Hh 
fain _—T” and.could not hers Ki 


tainly. proverhe wuth of Chriſtianity. Yue 
from his own . Fanatick- Principles , this | 
eve pv ore] hen, Corti «00 Na 


No Tok _—_— Lo | 


Heathens the ; one being no. more it: 


cable by Made opds te: 


inthe? oe FeRimchy: [the man ew 
now knows 4nd: Neidoalincs, ; 19 true | 
cron and therefore in'thecontlu-: ey 
jon doth he prefentus with fixque- 
im ' conjures: ns ohd Brectiters toi 
| anſwer them, and withal, ha 
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(11. 
vides that they ſhall not a5k him any 
queſtion at all - but firſt gc 


at they woald eRtablith-. 
hs Page 85 Who ' knows BN 


ven wall £150 himfelf [cope tb be 491 
$2 wy raiſe Angatoent}.” MAH: tht 


belief of the Trinity, or atty ofthe 


Wof Faith, that will puzzle learned Mew 
Ut anſwer; a piece of Cunaing. and Cob 
$:07, 1 could wh all Out: — * 
| f byes ogy fo #&e - fþ 


wp , as ran crates all 


'G; 
«xf Nr 


nd ih bots ing the Ro 


of © 
«sv4,4% 


'» Ret 2s Bt 4 3 «jor We arid 
Bat 2h Bellarmie, FTE 


Ry niay be *a 
at ' whereby every 
br Ninifelf, as Chilldgindreks 


f &o Rute.: ''The' ſpirit my beC 
#0 © direct, , \ draw ie? kad us: Tito al 


uth, and'yet neitheri rule nor- —_ 
"Churth by” her Miniſtry ma 

@ fubſeryient cothe Tpiritin -Jecdihi, 

helpful to us is finding'our, + plying 


(12) 
of, and judging according 'to then 
Rule, and yet the Church it ſelf be 
neither Rule, Judge, nor Guide 5. no1 
will now. that grand Sophiſm- i - 
_Spitit-is not, Reaſon 'is not, the Scri# 
-pture isnotthe Judge,Rule andGuide, 
and therefore the Church is] be 0 
any force : for never to take notice, 
that' it founds an a congull 
on upon- negative premilles ; it {up-} 
poſes-that ſome Presbyterians, Inde-! 
- [pendents;&c. ſhould hold, the SpiritÞ? 
alone,- ſome Reaſon, 'fome the Scrip-M 
. rare, each excla{ive of the: Miniſtry &Y* 
of. the Church,to be the Rule; J udge;,| '&* 
and\ Guido, of Faithz whenas all they] 
joyntly, in this buſineſs, joyn all-the - 
together , and look- up; unto; God 
according-to his: command- and pro- 
miſe, for his Holy ſpirit in the Church-# 
es \Miniſtery, throughly to. dire& 
their anderſiandings A ; judging - [OL 
things according to- the - written Rule. 
Faurthly; The man never iperceiyes 
that his own vain, ratiocinations/and 
needleſs conceſſions are the ſole 
round: that - 1s given- for hinx. tol 
bottom his belt upon '5.;2: {tre 14 we 
fancy he has,' and need-on., ' for hugfh?< 
Faiths no ſtronger. To evince this ] _ 


- 
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(13) 
hall : mſtance: n_theſe;fix poſitions: 
Tu 
whole dt gr ava 

ET hf ebatarly. 

4 20C1NE ſa micting O 

$0 believe the Revelations. of: God. 

x _ There. muſt berſome: ———_ 
e ppointed of! God, by winch we 

1 ws ny" one \true/Faith from. all 
m-Falſe opinions. :' Thind/y, 'Theſemeans | 

Wuſt . be. infallible. Forrthly, : The - 
ok nderſtanding| muſt; ſubour t0-cheſe . 
if. Near - aindet pain of: Damnaton; i 

$6, Two men-of wo: different + 

e Faiths eb .belie&.-camior . be 'faved; * 

$ix:hb, Ignorant. people by ſuctr- rea- 

(eJonable diligence as.is. very. tolerable © 
ID _—_ frailty, :and yet" pofſt- - 

t->themg;”: may:::come -'to the 
+. mowledge (wiſely done:to leave our - 

2 {$-r74in). of of 'thefe means. And now 
f you 'ask- what; foundation He has 
hereupon.. to ground this belief of 

<Fteſe alſertions, -he! !tell you, I ga- 
| 50 gation poco. 2 

yeugtk further,how he knows © *© 
jog interpretation to be- true? Has 
e Dee Revelationfor-it * 'Accor- 
3 to the tenour of ' his -own firſt? 


poſition, | 


* = \ 
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» by. 
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FE Capt: $6bl hought 
r0;hy. etyeny 
ence of yo 'P he: Gets to a 


the | 
heard man bekevetk an Fiheo 
mſelf 


of, Roms 

I _ Þ0, 05 hy by 
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(36) 


when it comes to 'the ;pinch,, how 


thoſe, ., meags ; ſhould be: icertain Rl 
C 


manifeſt, faye by ro. of. __ 


we.-ignorant «folk. yy; often views | 
E 


buy never;.come to the! how 
:: however! ,; that I moſt ad 


wy is, That the man deligning Shs. 


lin that true acceptable faith con- 
believing as the prong 


oeves > 4 believig ney h- # raed 
harch 3s;,jnfalli A note. 
Heb.1x, 6. that = Pr out _ aith,” 


without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Ged , to be' a believingz | net 
that the Charch, bur that God him- 
ſelf.is ſo; he that comes to. God; muſt 
belitye that he'ts,. &c. And fur ther, 
that - he ſhould ſtand hafling and 
pafling 5; and proving by halfs, there 
muſt be ſome -means - appointed by 


God, by. which men may know, &-. 
' thoſe means muſt aps lible, | 


uodceſtancing muſt - ſubnit ; "9 


means - under- :pain of- damnation 3” 


when - the. very. Text-- quoted, 
Mark 16, 16, ſhews plainly, that 


there be means, infallible means, and _ 4 


which - be the means appointed, 
whereby 


men.to. this ;very - day:\: could never; 
be agreed.  Nor' cat he himſelt tell, 
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| (17) 
Thereby true faith both is begotten, 
and may be known from all falſe 
opinNions:,. and unto which: all thar 
heartily fabrgit ſhall be ſaved, and 
thoſe that donor, thall be damied: 
and. leſt youſhonld miſtake in; reads 
ing, the means be, the word of truth; 
the Goſpel Preached though by the 
mouth of: never fo weak: a Miniſter. 
Go tnto all the World, and Preach the 
Goſpel unto every Creature 5 He that be- 
tieveth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, 
and. he that believeth not ſhall. be dam 


ned: nor yet is it unworthy of re+ A Geer 
mark, 1. That means in general is 44 ſpeciem 
here all along found in the premifs 4Prn4t- 


' fe, and Authority in ſpeciall put 


after into the concluſion : there muſt 
be, there is an infallible Means, and 
therefore there is, there muſt be an in- 
fallible Authority. And-2. That the 
man ſeriouſly endeavours:tofound the - 
very foundation of his own faith upon 
Scriptures, dark Scriptures privately 


' nterpreted, howbeit the main ſcope 


of his Book is to. evince that faith, 
true faith, neither firſt nor laſt, 
can or ought to be founded there- 
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Champioas turning SeRaries, yet 


| (18) | 
- That ſelf-intereſt had a hand in 
the Captains overturning, ſeems more #/ 
than probable z becauſe, Firſt, The | 
Captain in the late Wars { as his | 
Book relates) had run through the ' 
ſeveral forms of Religion, Presby- 
terian, Independent, Anabaptift, GC. 
and yet never, that we read of, loſt ' 
his preferment upon any Turn, nor 
miſled of it for want of timely turn- © 
ing; and fith ſo, the man might ea- 
fily foreſee, that ſuch a notorious 
Jugler was never like to be. truſted 
at the Kings Court : Beſt for him 
now at laſt to turn Papiſt, do the Jeſu- 
its ſome ſignal ſervice, declare againſt 
his old fnends, and their old ene- 
mies, the Nonconformiſts, and per- | 
haps by that wile he might in the + 
Queens Chapel come intime- to get | * 
advancement. For, 8 
Secondly, If ſeditions, Schiſms, He- ! « 
reftes amongſt Proteſtants, and dif- ' C 
courſes with Lay-Gentlemen in their ,/ 4 
quarters could have overturned the | Þ 
faich ofCapcains,never ſo like to have | 
been done as during the - late diftra- ! < 
Etionsz; but for all that while, þ 
though we heard of ſome Popiſh 
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(19) 
no. Sectarian Captain that became 
a Romaniſt. 


- ' Thirdly, The mans carriage all 'a- 


long makes manifeſt, that the {ſelfifh 
wildom-of the Old wily Serpenr''is 
yet remaining with him : he knows 
well enough that there's nothing 
more inconſiſtent with Papal govern- 
ment .'than the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy 3 nor any thing more 
oppoſite to Popiſh Doctrine, than the 
39 Ariticles: and yet can he neither be 
content to ſay ill, nor ſay nothing of 
our Engliſh Epiſcopacy 3 but -upon 
occaſion is bowing down himſelf un-' 
to it, in the days of yore; doubtleſs 
he got to be a Captain by praying 
and preaching like ſome ſort of a 


' Saint, and now time after time, is. 


crying up himſelf for a good Sub- 


; ject, leaves the Epiſcopal Church our 
1 of his Catalogue of Sects, and pre- 
| tends a great deal of Reverence to 
: anyprofeſſion rhat ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


by Law. 
| But above all, the juſt judgment of 


; Godis moſt remarkable in ſending 
| him and-ſuch like, ſtrong deluſion , 
| that they ſhould believe a lie, and that be- - 
| canſe "they teceived not the love of 
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(20) 
the. truth , that they might beſaued, but 
had pleaſure in nnrighteouſneſs; norneed 

Idivine the no love this man: had to 
the truth ; and the greac: pleaſure he 


_ always hadand now hathin unrighte- 
 ouſneſs is notoriouſly manifeſt by his 


Firſt, Blaſpheming the Spirit iSe+ 
condly, Abuſing Reaſon; Thurdly., 
Vusfying the Scriptures ; 6-77 
Wronging the: Church Catholick:; 


_"Fifthly, Belying Proteſtants; Sixthly, 


Diflembling .the :Fenets of .the Pa- 


pitts, 
The ſpirit is blaſphemed , -1. by 


-Biving that glory of Infallibility., 


which is peculiar to the Holy Ghoſt, 
to the organs _ or inſtruments 


which he is pleaſedto reveal the mind 
. of God. Men ſpeaking-from delibe- 


ration uſe free-will, may ſpeak: or 
-not ſpeak,. ſpeak truthor falſhood., 
and conſequently for that time can- 
not but be fallible. And: when men 
ſpeak divinely:, yet not —— 
It is not properly they that ſpeak, 
the Holy Ghoſt that ſpeaketh in them. 


The word of the Lordicame, to.me, ſaying. 


The mouth of the Lyrd bath: ſpaken. it. 


And in this caſe 'tis-the word-ſpoken. . | 
that is infallible; and: not they thar : ! 


ſpeak 
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tpeak it. It were not proper for ſuc 
on- that account to fay, It ſeemeth 
goed to the Holy Ghafi, and to us; 
butznot we, but the Holy Ghoſt, mer 
F, but the Lord: and hence the eternal 
Gods ſaid internally to demonſtrate | 
by his ſpiritand externally to confirm. 
by miracles, not the -infallibility' of 
the organ through. which he ſpeaks; 
buc the infallible cruth of the. wort 
that is ſpoken. 4nd they wezt forth every 
where, the Lord working with them, 41% 
confirming the word with ſigns following, 
Mark 16. 20, 2. The ſpirit exptelly, 
1 fobn 442, 3. makes the Doctrine 
Preached the Rule, according tv 
which we are to try the ſpirits z Here- 
by know we the ſpirit of God: Every ſpirit 
that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come 1n 
the fleſh, is of God : andevery ſpirit that 
confeſſeth not, GC. And yet does the 
man wittingly conceal that, and 
wrelſts verle 6. to the making of the - 
hearing of the Apoſtle,the only rule of. 


trying of ſpirits, without regar«! 137 to 


their Doctrine. Nor does he lick 
here, but ſuppoſing [ we ] verſe 5, 
to- denote the {ame perſons: as [ ye } 
verle 4. confidently concludes , 
hearing of Chriſts Apoſtles then was, 
B.3: therefore 
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(22) 


therefore hearing Popiſh Prieſts now: 
is, the only rule. The Apoſtle doubt-- 


leſs ſaw: this. myſtery of iniquity be- 


ginning then to work 3 and therefore- 


leaves us a general Rule without any 
exception. 2 oh. c. Wheſoever tranſreſſ- 
eth and abideth not in the doftrine of Chriſt, 
hath not God, He that abideth in the do- 
Frine of Chriſt, he hath: the Father and 
the Son. If there come any to you, ani 
bringeth net this detrine, vecerve him 
not into the Horſe, neither bid him' God 
ſpeed. 3. The manreviles the Saints, 
that have received the Holy anoint- 
ing, tells how they would have the 
world believe that they have the ſpi- 
rit, without bringing Reaſon,Evidence, 


Teſtimony or Authority to evince it :- 


whenas yet if either Reaſon;Evidence, 
Teſtimony, or Authority maybe re- 
garded, the Tree 15 known by its fruits, 


and their having the ſpirit,manifeſt by: 


Love, 7oy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
eſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance, Gal. EF. 22, They confeſs that: 
7eſuts is come in the Fleſh, as aforeſaid, 
and, hat eſis #5 the Lord, which no 
man can, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 
12. 3. Nor need he: trouble himſelf 


of 
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| of God they have; he is infallible ini 


his teaching, and both they. and all- 
the world are obliged under pain of 


' Dammation to believe what he deli- 
' vers as matter of faith, to be true. 


- . For 1. Though they - ſay: they have 


the ſpirit of God, and that he is in- 


; fallible in- his teaching, yet they do 


| not ſay, Pope-like,that they are there- 


| by made-infallible in theirs. He teach- 
| eth all of them the whole truth as 


| itis in Jeſus, for they ſhall all know 


; me _from the leaſt of them to the great- 
' eſt of them, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 31. 34: 


but teaches not any, all the points 


* of Dodtrinethat be true, for we know 
: n part, and propheſie in part, 1 Cor:' 


I 3. 9. according to the meaſure of the 


j gift of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 7. 2. Both 
they and all the: world are: obliged 
| under pain of Damnation to believe 


whatſoever God: fays is true,. and-fo 
many as know that there 1s an. Holy 
Ghoſt, are obliged in like man- 
ner to believe whatſoever ſhall be- 
delivered by that promiſed ſpirit of 
truth. But as to the particulars he- 


; ſhall deliver, the caſe is different. 
} The Saints are ſeverally. bound 'to be- 
! lieve whatſoever he ſhall convin- 


B 4 cingly 


(24) 


- ingly deliver to any of - them 3 and. 


the world bound to believe what- 


foever he ſhall convincingly deliver 


to: the World : when he comes 
he ſhall convince, Joh. 16. 8. Nor 
yet, 3. do they look (as ſome 
would ſeem to ſuppoſe) that others 
ſhould believe what they ſay, to be 
true, ether becauſe they ſay or 
prove that they have the Spirit, whe- 
ther of Adoption or Prophecy , 
bur becauſe when and ſo far as that 
{ame Spiuit by undeniable reaſons 
and teſtimonies ſhall make manifeſt 
in their conſciences the truth of what. 
they: do aflert : . by. the mwnfeftati- 


on of the truth, commending our ſelves - 


ta every mans conſcience. in the fight of 
Gas, :Þ QOr. 4. 2. 
Reafon. is a means whereby 
we come to know what is,not,. 
what ought to be revealed 3a means 
whereby we judge of things Di- 
vine according to theRule , though 
yet it benot , may not be called the 
Rule according to which we are to 
judge: Reaſon T fay that is thus uſe- 
fal, and ought to be thus limited , 
the- man one while enflaves, and 
then. anon. ſets it up for an _ 
ord. 
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(2 6 J; 
Lord.” When reaſon. comes to argue - 
againſt the Churches Infallibilicy,then 
muſt it Vaſſa-like ſubmit, not- dif-. 
pute, not wait for an effectual con- 
viction according to Chriſts promiſe - 
and procedure, And when he is come... 
he fhall convince, &c. but yield forth- 
with to what the Church ſays ; nay, - 
to whatſoever an ignorant Englith - 
Romiſh Prieſt can have. the confi- 
dence to fay, their Church hath ſuf- 
ficiently propoſed 3 or if Reaſon offer . 
to:produce arguments to prove the. 
cruth of Chriſtianity, and evince the 
Scripture .to be. the. word. of God , 
urge Miracles, Umverſal-Tradition, 
conclude from: Topicks internal, ex-- 
ternal, in. other caſes cogent and . 
demonſtrative., . yet then Reaſon. is 
fallible; {ubje& to- error, a private 
ſpirit, a. fancy, can make things at 
beſt appear no more than probable z 


W- 7Tews, Tarks and. Pagans may be as 
' fully perſwaded, and upon as good 
: rational grounds of the truth of their 
| Religion, as we can of .ours. . But 


: now if reaſon. will be corrupted , be: 
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come an Advocate for Reme, her very: 


3 ſophiſms ſhall be cryed up as ſufficient , 
# grounds for us to found .our faich 
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(26) 
upon. . God will not be defective 


in neceſiaries, and therefore there 


muſt be an infallible, viſible Jud ge. 
Chriſt is the only abſolute; inde- 
pendent head of the Church , but 
may, and therefore hath appointed 
a dependent head derived from him.[t 
1s moſt rational in buſineſs: of civil 
concernment, torely ona Council of- 
wiſe and learned men : And therefore 
in things ſpiritual, which God uſually. 
hides from the wiſe and prudent, 
and the natural man receives not ,. 
we ought to rely on a Council of: 
Popiſh Prelates. The Eunuch could: 
not underſtand the Prophecy of- 
T/aiah, till miniſterially . expounded 
by Philip the Deacon: And there- 
fore cannot we underſtand that Text: 
though already expounded; no nor: 
any other null Auchoritatively inter- 
preted by the Roman Church. The: 
_— » Elders, and Brethren. 
; when ſent to, ſent out a Tempora- 
ry Decree about things indifferent , 
made then by circumſtances in ſome 
places antecedently neceſlary, bind- 


ig only in thoſe places, and preſſed | 


with an [ if | yedothele things, yedo 


well. . And therefore the . Cardinals, [ | 
> -  Githops | 
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| (27) 7 
e | Biſhops and Abbots may and ought” 
e | to frame. an everlaſting Law abour | 


e |} points of Doctrine, make that nece\- 
-- ! fary forall men, which God never 
16 made neceflary for any, and preſs it 
4 © | underthe dread of an Anathema, or 
Te ! pain of Eternal damnation: Nay. ' 
il #{ rhough God ſfay,'to the Law and to the + 
of | Teſtimony, the Law of the Lord u perfett , 
re- | the Scripture able not \only- to. make wiſe 
ly. | roSatvation, but fo far profitable, that 


"A * che man of God, the Paſtor, may be 


t 5 ; throughly furniſhed unto. every good NPI EN? 
of- ; works yet.if Reaſon can find any ps; vert 
1d- |! thing to' fay againſt the Scripture's pocorem 
of | being a Rule, it ſhall be heard. & Epiſco- 
ed } The Scripture then muſt not. be. a ff + 

. R ] , dixt Ep. 
7e- | Rule, and why ? Has God any where \, c.5ver. 
xt: | contradicted himſelf, . and ſaid it muſt rr. Cor- 


or: | not? Has he any where. appointed nel. 4 
r= © another ? No, but here's a firſt rea- £474 
he ſon, and a ſecond reaſon, and a. 
en | third reaſon, &c. and therefore it 
ra- | muſt benone, and yet the ſum of all. 
t, | nomore than this 3 Some Chriſtians . 
ne | atedim-ſighted, ſome peryerſe; many | 
2 arecarnal, walk as men, will.not be. 
7 ruled ; and therefore the Scripture is 
3 notthe Rule, Ruler ſure he would. 
have ſaid 3 ſome people are contenti- 
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(25) 
ous Lawyers, corrupt ,- and differ. N 
in their opinions, and therefore the: |h 
Law of the Land is not what it. is 3- kh 
fſcilicer., the Law of the Land ac- 
cording to. which. controverſies ih 
may. and. ought to. be decided :. and: fu 
now - . 

The: Church,. before, under, . and. it 
ſince the Law, will ſhe;. mill ſhe,. © 
muſt always have been,. and. for e-- 
ver be, this Rule 5 whenas yet it: 3 
1s evident that the Word: was a. rule. Þ) 
both to' 4dam and. Eve before the- 1 
Church had Being,. it ſhalt braiſe thy” to 
head, Geneſ: 3. 15. God: ſaid to A- 
braham, fo ſhall thy: ſeed: be 5+ and he- 
believed in the Lord;. &&C. Gen. 15.5, 6.: 
Nor was it written for: his: ſake alone ,. 
but for #s alſo, Rom.. 4.23, 24, Te 
ſhall' not add ts the word. I - command: 
yon, neither fhall. ye: diminiſh ought: 
from it, was given in. charge to the- 
Church of the fews, Deut. 4. 2.. 
And if any man (ſays the Apoſtle ) 
Preach unto you any. other Goſpel than. 
that ye have received, let him be ac- 
curſed,Gal. 1. 9.Theſe are written,that ye- 
might believe that feſus is the Chriſt the 
Son of God, and that" believing ye might: 
have life through his. name, Joh, 20. 31. 
Nor. 
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x 


to and by the: Pro+ 


'- {the Scripture accidentally taken,. or 
: {he Word as written; but whether. 
- {the Scripture taken Eſſentially, or- 
- {he mind of Ged communicated at- 
: Jundry times, and in divers manners - 


Nor yet is it the queſtion, whether: 


ks OS In  E#-5. 4 9 Me: Fo gp | 
by , = R 4 EY ? $ og + 


Þhets, Preached by. 
the Apoſtks, and 


rays hath,is,8. ought 
To be owned 
tjule of Faith :or whe- 
2r indeed ( becauſe 


how committed and. 
Lonveyed down to us. 
by Sacred writing, al- 


for the. 


Non enim per alios diſpoſiti- + 


onem ſalutis cognovimns, 
quem per 00s per quos 
Evangelinm pervenit ad 
nos , quod quidem tunc 
preconiaverunts, paſtremo ves: 
ro yer Dei dluntatem 3n 


' Serapturis xobis tradiderunt ; 
fjmndamentum . & columaan: 


farts noire ſuturum nobss. . 


To have the queſtion 


| 
;  Mated with that advantage)even in .4- 

{' WHrabams and the Apoſtles times,others-. 
- HBswellas Sarahi. Gen, 21. 10, and. 
2- Ithe Beraars, At. 17, 11. might not: 
.. Have urged, demanded, . and without. 
) Fhe juſt controul of: any then viſible. 
z: HJauthority, have: believed and acted': 
- Fccording to the preſcript of that: 
-- Mule, your own inſtances, Page 53.. 
t 


Zof extraordinary actions done, and 


Commands given by Gods diredi-. 


4 ons, by the mouths of ſeveral par- 
8 ticular 


St ſeems- you long. alto - Lo Ze, Co [s 


Af 


Cie) 


ticular Prophets, ſubmitted to - ( as* 
you ſay) without further enquiry, 
do: plainly evince as much; and alſo 
intimate that the will or word of 
God,. which way fſoever it be made - 
known, - whether immediately or 
mediately ; whether by Prophecy , 
Tradition or Writing, is and always: 
has been the ſupream Rule- both of 
Faith and Practice;zand its adequation; 
as to matters of Faith, as now con-- : 
tained in, and: expreſſed - by the | 
Scripture, . ſhall - be after cleared. - ] 
Sure foor. FIOWEver the Church (as your own | 
:- for 7+ S- WEIL obſerves.) being a-Con- |! 
Chriftian- gregation: of the faithful, muſt' needs- 
ty-pags "= uppoſe tlie notion of faithful ,. : 
20. aithfu], the. notion of Faith, Faith, . 
of the rule of Faith, an evident ar-- ? 
gument that the Churchis and ought © ; 
to be regulated in believing; and* 
conſequently- ſhe - her ſelf cannot be- } 
the -rule - of belief, nor any- more, | 
ſave as the ſame man ſays: of Fa-- } 
thers, Doors, and great Scholars, 7 
and might as- well have faid- the - !; 
ſame of Tradition too, a means: to - Ji 
bring others- to the knowledge of ' gi 
I& Buo, 4 


Seconaby, . 


G1) 
' |} \.S:condh; The man will needs ſear-: 

Euthority in the Holy,” Catholick 

{Church, notwithſtanding that autho--. 

ity oe Ars Magiſterial,” formal- 
' fly as well as: radically. is ſeated in 
" xChrnift. | A! anthority is. given to me, 
| (Matt. 28. 18, Nor: is the Church 
- The fubje&t , but the object of the 
Miniſterial Power, He gave" ſome 
; FJ Apoſtles, ſome Paſtors., for the perfe- 
- | EtFing of the Saints, for the work of the- 
* {Adeniflery, for the edification of the.body. 
© Joe Chriſt, Eph. 4. 1, 12: God hath- 
' $ſer ſome in. the Church, . Firſt, 'A»- 
= poſtles; 1 Cor. 12; 18; and by the 
3way, [ ſome }in the Church, nor: 
3[, one over. ]. the Church ; for the: 
. Jwhole, reſpe& had to its organicab 
-- Fframe, form, -or Government, is 


: * 3divided into ſeveral Churches, ſeve- 
* ral Congregations;, if you Will, as: 
- zwell as the world into ſeveral. King- 
,. 3doms. To the angel of the Church of: . 


. 8 Epheſus, Rev: 2: 1. We have no: ſuch 
cuſtom, neither the Churches of © God, 
I. Cir, 11. 16, Nor did Pax: treat-" 
- Zing, 1 Cor. 12, Concerning {ſpiritual ' 
_ if, relate to a chief in governing , 

but the choiceſt for Propheſying , 

"Þ whe 


= 4 


when he faid, mor ' again, the Head ing 
to -: the Feet, 5 have v0. \eed. of lee 


Jon, | t KL 
Thirdly, Although the Biſhops of & 
Reme, in that very thing (as Gregory | 
well notes) forerunners 'of Anti- þ 
chriſt, 'did frequently. challenge. an Jy; 
Univerſal Juriſdiction 5 yet was it $xp 
never owned.nor ſubmitted to by the 4 
Gatholick Church , as it is evident 
from S. Cyprian, oppoling Stephunrs, 1 
Irenens . reproving of Vitor , ferom's ſpllj 
Engabizm, and the {bxth Council of fje. 
Garthage, in, which was: Augaftin, and $te 
Awretias ; as alſo from the Acts bf; | 
of three of the four firſt General &j 
Councils, Nice, Conſtantinople. and. My 
Ghalcedon. E re 
_. Foarthly, The man in the Cloſe, dr 4 
reſtrains the Church . Catholick to & fg 
a. Church of :-one.denomination. ca @m; 
led the Roman, meaning though glec 
thereby, not. what Pax! meant, the js | 
Saints at: Rewe, Rom: 1. 7. but all gen 
that- vaſtly extended community of we11. 
Chriſtians which live in communion wr « 
with, and inſ{ubjection to, the Biſhop ih 
of Reme, as totheir ſupream Paſtor, Mu 
and ' Governour.on Earth in all things li 
appertaining unto faith, . next _ 1 
Tt * 


| (33) 
_ IEhriſt,, when as yet the Arguments, . 
a bnd Texts all along produced 
f Yeemingly militate -for the infallibi- 

Jicy- of the-Church 3- not this or that 
of Church though never fo vaſtly ex- 
7Y 'Fended ; andabove all, not for the-- 
i- Þ1d Roman ( and therefore he | did- 
an Jviſely. to frame anew ene): far it's. 
It $xpreſly declared fallible,, Rem. 11.. 
Ne 22. And: yet again, pg. 61, we are- 
At Breſented - with a General Council: 
, gt Prelares as this Church, this in- 
2S Kllible Rule, which can by no means. 
of te - identified with all: that vaſtly: 
ad $tended community, &c. And yet 
ts It him take which he will, he'l be 
al fill at alo6. For ſach an Aſdem-. 
nd: My of Prelates is not now in being,nor - 
We to benor has there beenany ſuch: 
e, <r a Century of years laſt paſt: And 
tO ix for all the Chriſtians of that vaſt 
a- @mmunity , they are to be judged, 
ph (led, guided, and conſequently not. 
me Rule, Judge and Guide: If 


th 
exempted from error perſonal,it were- 


e 
all 
of Well. Judicial infallibility concerns. 
ors 29t them. In the beginning he's for: 
oÞ Wpmiſſion to the Holy/ Catholick 
r., Wurch, and now as if by. [| Holy Ca- 
gs {lick Church] he did notmean the- 
of b: Holy 
Lb 5 


when he faid, mor ' again, the Head bn g 
to.::;the Fret,, I have #0. ned. of ee 


Jon. | "No 
. Third, Although the Biſhops of : fi 
Rome, in that very thing (as Gregory Fen 
well notes) forerunners of Anti- $1d 
chriſt, "did frequently challenge. an $yi( 
Univerſal Juriſdiction 5 yer was it j 
never owned,nor ſubmitted to by the 2. . 
Catholick Church , as it is- evident Sref 
from S. Cyprian, 'oppoling Stephane, ff | 
Irenens . reproving_ of . Vitor , ferom's &1[j! 
Eangubium, and the ſpxth Council of fe. 
Garthage, in, which was Augaffin, and Ste 
Awrelizz; as alſo from the Acts WW; } 
of three of the four firſt General Gil] | 
Councils, Nice, Conſtantinople. and ſly « 
Ghalcedon, | e 
. . Fourthly, The man in the Cloſe, ra 
reſtrains the Church. Catholick to K fo1 
a. Church of:one.denomination. cal- Sm 
led the Roman, meaning though led 
thereby, not. what Pax! meant, the ſe Þ 
Saints at: Rome, Rom: 1. .7. but all tte 
that- vaſtly extended- community of yþ1l. 
Chriſtians which live in communion Wt el 
with, and inſobjeion to, the Biſhop gm 
of Rome, as to-theit ſupream Paſtor. , Thur, 
and ' Governour.on Earth in all things lic 
appertaining unto faith, . next under-} 
Chriſt, .| 


(33) 


©triſt, when as yet the Arguments, . - 


id knd Texts all along produced 
of Jeemingly militate -for the infallibi- 


Jicy of the-Church ;- not this or that 
Church though never fo vaſtly ex- 
tended ; andabove all, not for the- 
i- $1d Roman ( and therefore he did: 
n Fviſely. to frame anew ene): for it's. 
It $xpreſly declared fallible,-, Row. 11. 
1 2. And: yet again, pg. 61, we are- 
It Breſented - with a General Council. 
&,; gf Prelates as this Church, this in- 
ilible Rule, which can by no means. 
of fie - identified with all: that vaſtly: 
d | tended community, &c. And yet 
ts Bt him take which he will, hel. be 
al ill at alo6; For ſach an Aſem- 
1d ly of Prelates is-not now in being,nor - 
| Ke to be,norhas there beenany ſuch: 
e, @r a Century of years laſt paſt: And 
OY for all the Chriſtians of that vaſt 
a Smmunity , they are to be judged, 
1 Wed, guided, and conſequently not. 
he fe Rule, Judge and Guide: If 
11] Fempted from error perſonal,it were- 
of yell. Judicial infallibility concerns. 
N gt. them. In the beginning he's for: 
PÞ Wmiſſion to the Holy Catholick 
r., Wurch, and now as if by. [| Holy Ca- 
Wlick Church] he did ma 
| Joly 


| 
Ut 
: 4 
4 $48.) 
| Hit 
"+2 
#7 4 
ed3ii: 
[iv 
: $1190 
, | & $5S% 
» 37 
7 . ' ? F 
I [Ln 
£5 | ; thit 
"62 } s þ (Opennt 
\ SF [ ES; $: 4 [ 
Ln ps THR FJ; 
1 TICS +. 
a & - | ſ- 
- o , : 
Is Fd þ 633 ; 
#83 b ' 
"4 : | j | 
Ps "i L fagkt f 
CS <4 F | RTP 
"os & (He 
Wy. : 'F' TIT 
22 8 891{1107 
"PF WLL1ZE8 
£ *» | $11;41 
Ig" ; | bat 
% ( | HIEK 
- T2 1s \ 
; TIES 
wk . (419040 
w 117715 
FW | TH18 
8 T8717 
* LMI} 
1 : 
- 899; LEE 
t 
I 
I 
j 
£ 


Fag. 72, he faith) have this condition, that i 


| (34) | 
Holy Catholick Church his Mother; hq 
nor any thing elſe ſave the Pope-hc 
his Father, he's for ſubmiſſion and'Þ 
obedience to the Biſhop of Rome.  ( 
The matter and marvel 1s , that the Sye 
man has been tewing and tugging $1 
and' troubling himſelt and'us all this # 
while; about an- univerſal infallible -&; 
vitible Authoritative Church, and; 
now in the iſſue can neither tell, who, | 
where, or what it is. However fith 
the Church is ſuch an one, which & 
is truly appointed by God to be & 
this infallible Judge, muſt needs { as Fc; 


ſhe doth own her infallibility 3. It is | 
incumbent upon- the- Captain in the 
firſt place to make it out, that the 
preſent Roman vyible Church doth & 
plainly own her infallibility, (for his | 
owning, and inferences we ſhall not! 
regard,) or elſe confeſs, that in his j 
own: account ſhe is not the Church | 
he tells of, truly: appointed of God | 
cobethis infallible Judge; nor let him 
thus think to put- us off and ſay, un- 
leſs he evidently prove that ſhe does 
that by. the Pope her mouth : for the 
Pope will not: be content tobe the 
Churches,.but- Chriſts own —_ 
anc. 


Wd Peace; ] comes next: to any that 


(35) 


| hd: Vicar, Peter's ſucceſſor, the-Rock 
"pon: which. the Church is built, at 


aſt next unto Chriſt. | 


- # Of- Proteſtants he faith, All thatT 
Ever met with ſeemed to-grant, There 
'Huſt be a way or Rule,there muſt be 
8 means appointed, there- muſt- be 2 
Governing Power to judge and de-- 
 Gide all doubts, -and teach us the 
$ue- way to: Heaven with certainty 5/ 
Jute who this Judge is, that is 

Rifficulty. Whenas 1. though Pro- 
Eſtancs generally: conclude, that the- 
Scripture is the rule according to 
Which every Chriſtian may and ought 
© judge of doubts with a judgment 
@f diſcretion 5 and Paſtors .joyntly 
'@r ſeverally with a judgment of di- 


(tion: Yer none affirm that any 


on of his Governing: Power ) is at 
refſion | indeed: ſuch a Judge and: 
Impie in Chriſtendom if to be had, 


Fould bea ready means tocompolſe 


differences, and to reſtore-truth 


he 


. 
% 


Pag. 18. 


$ho on Earth-is, or can 'be, either . 
Rule or Judge, much leſs-both'Rule: 
md Judge Infallible , ' Univerſal, 
tretorial, fuckas he (under the no-/ 


reſent ſeeking for: Dr. Fern's ex- Pap. 60, 


(35) | 
he can pitch-upon, and yet hay Dj on 


Fern neither with. nor word of. angþr 
whoſoever being a Rule; nor is h&Go, 
. fo fawcy asto-ſay there mt be” af 
Judge or Umpire appointed. Bu 

{uch a Judge or Umpirewould, if tg; 
be had, be a- ready, neither the beſighoy 
nor the only means to compoſ{ 


Of the Is- Ul - differences. 2. Sith in, thoſ 


things in which_ before a. Generafng 
Council hath defined, it is lawful ti 
boldeither way, and damnable to dirt: 
ſo- after. The Lord Falkiand delireſ 
to: know how. it agreeth wich th 
Charity ofthe Church to define anffly 
thing, and {o beſtow upon the Deſſſeisf 
vil one-path-more- for us to walk ite « 
to-him. - And-although, fayes Chi 


Againſt [oworth, wewilh heartily thatall conl 


troverlies were, ended, 'as we do thalar 
all fin. were. aboliſhed 5 yer have whch 
lictle: hope- of the one, or of the q 
ther, till the World be eaded: in th 
mean while think it beſt to contenl 
our ſelves with,. and perfwade other: 
to,.an unity of charity and mittutſe 
toleration, ſeeing God. hath authiBab! 
riſed no man to force all to the unj 
ty of opinion. , Neither do we thin 
it fit to argue -thus ; To us it ſeemice 
COURF:: 


(37) 


Del onvenient there ſhould be oneJudge 
for .the whole world; | therefore 
hq od hath appointed one : but. more 

” ahodefband mote reaſonable tocollect 

Buſhus, God. hath appointed no fack 

f r@dge of controverſies ; therefore 
eſifough to us it ſeems: convenient 
olfhere:. ſhould be. one, yet it isnoto; 

nd: yet ', . 3. We: who: car dis 

guifh betwixt the fcrptaral way 

Heaven, and the Churches Ruleof 

) Clith;: betwixt an external infallible 
1 vg and an; internal infal- 

dle: Feacher 3. betwixt an unneceſ- 

L decilion of. all doubts, and a fulb 

DeInsfaction- of the heart : about: the: 

« he thing needful : We-I ay, which. 
1'5e learned: thus: to: dn, do 
ply and. thankfully acknowledge 

+ there is a” means: appointed to 

<H us the tre. way” to. Heaven 

oh certainty. - Jeſus '.is the true) 

Uh FW the only: way to: Heaven ; and: 
irit which he hach. promiſed, 

21ves. in; the Gaſpel: rſt is 

us > moods appointed toi h and- 

Blick us i-that: way; wi oanSr wg | 

. Jf:1 depart, I will: ſend. him; no; 


 ard'when he is: come; he ſhall.” cons + _ 


=itiWce Hark "_ of tr; lhecawſe; they: bes | 
cor 


heve 


(38) þ 
tieve wot in me: They ſhall be all tanghq, 
of God, all ſhall know me, GC. IM 
whom , after that ye believea, ye werlfap 
ſealed with. that holy ſpirit of promiſe tar 
Eph. 1. 15, And now you, inſtead offp; 
reviling ſuch Chriſtians .as humblylof 
own their having received the a-#H, 
nointing , or . troubling your ſellno 
and others: with that monſtrous notihye 
on of an univerſal infallible govern-&9 
ing Church , {hould examine youre, 
felf whether you have been ſo con-Hng 
vinced, taught and ſealed by that&inc 
ſpirit through hearing the word: oC 
truth, the Goſpel of your ſalvation :Aet! 
received ye the ſpirit by the hearing of plc 
Faith ? Gal. 3. 2. . 7 . Pre 
\ Secondly, It is impoſſible for anyHiff 
one of theſe parties (meaning Dde-Hna] 
pendents, Presbyterians, Anabaptiſts ,{ 
Fifth-monarchy men, . Quakers, )whichYn t 
I muſt now crave leave to callny 
Seas) : with reaſon to cenſure orFhei 
-condemmany of the others, although$11 
never {o different from themſelves, Feſt 
even in Points by them eſteemed; 
fandamental, finceeach of them havei@cee, 
their uncontroulable Plea for them-\$e, 
ſelves, thattheir faith is inevery re-Snc 
ſpe&t conformable'to what they. un-Yhe ( 


$ 
> 
*%y 
: 
j 


derſtand 


Pag. 33. 


7 
2g/$derſtand to be the true ſenſe and 
meaning of the Scriptures,. whichthey 
ver$agree to be the ſole and only Rule 
/e and Judge. Nay , which of theſe 
1 ofFparties can deny the others the Title 
blyfof Proteſtants, or. convince them of 
a-FHerefie ? . Since to be a Proteſtant 
ſelÞo more is required ( or if it be I 
oti-fwould age fn what it is) than 
mM&o admit 'the Scriptures interpreted 
outTaccording to their beſt underftand- - 
on-Sng; and Conſcience, to be the ſole 
hat&ind only rule of Faith, and Judge of 
olfControverſies. Is nothe that profeſ- 
n :Feth and followeth * this principle, 
r 9 Þillowed by all to be aperfe&t good 
- Proteſtant, - though never {ſo much 
nyWiffering in Faith from :others who 
wde-Fnake the ſame profeſſion. 
Fr ,3 The 2xakers, becauſe your Allies 
ich? Gegang point of juſtification, and 
2n uncharitable ſentencingofall, ave 
Their own Sect, ſhall forme ftand or 
agh;Þall to their own Maſterz: but” for the 
Feſt chat you mention, I ſay that you 
1ed ſuppoſe what you cannot: prove, /c5- 
weigcet, that they differ in points that 
mM-;$e, or are eſteemed by them.-to be 
re-Sndamencal. Do: they not allown 
un-e Creed called the Apoſtles, - = 
4nd: | 4 
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cord: with, or be the. very: 
- meaning intendedby the Holy GhoſtKo | 


Jeng. Bur, 


(40) I 
alt conclude, that therein be _ I c 
tained all- the fundamental - points z 
leaſt > ' Nay; doithey not all pies lc 
'the :dodtri "part of the 39. Arti- k 
cles, infornuch that you who wouldl cr 
ſeem to revere the Dodtrine eſtabli- 
ſhed by Law, dare not ſay they bell 
Herericks, bur are faintocrave xy be bs 
© Seeudly, It's true, they all agree | 
Oe Scrpeue to = the = —_— 
e, 
taken in the LES ar Famed ar by Go God n 
not as privately ra 121 Y any te] 
yo 


of them: nor is their faith or pre4 
{ent perſwaſion according to. their vj 
grounds or pleadings, uncontroulaJp; 


| ble; fith whatthey: hold'in a ſupJſec 


poſed conformity with., or under wt 
ſtand'to be, the true ſenſe and mean-! 
ingot an any T ext, is —— ſubmicred} = 
unto what can be. mad mags | op 


greater evidence more near! = ache 
ſe:and re! 


Apollos was, ready: to. yield: to 4qnildfcie 


and Priſcilla, Acts 18. 26.. and they: 
to- you, . or any. elſe. thar ſhall: ex be 


poundunto:them the 2045. of Godmorafo | 


T birdh] 


= 

Thirdly, It matters not. much whe: 
q ther chele parties can or cannotdeny | 
Ul to one another the ticle of Proteſtant , 
Wy {o they ſee gtound for, :and* do al- 
tf low to, one another the name of 
uh Chriſtian: Proteſtant. is no more to 
liY us.chan Papiſt to you, though yeryon 
XA ſeem not well to know, 'ather who 
Wd or what is meant by Proteſtant. And 
$ thefefore- ſhall Mr. ' Baxter at” yout 
eel defire inſtrut you: A Proteſtant 
yf is a Chriſtian that holdeth to the 
4 Holy Scripture, as the fufficient Rule 
J of Faith and Holy living, and* pro- 
I ceſteth againſt Popery. Orif this like 
Yell you not, take -your own definition 

If with ſome little amendment: © A 
I Proteſtant is a Chriſtian, that profef- 
ſeth with S. {opus in thoſe things 
Ivhich are laid | 
FScriptares , all thoſe things are:found 
4 which Sago faich. and direQi- 
fon of life, and further admittech*6f 
the Scripture where needing inter- 
Wretation :* as interpreted. according . 
to his beſt” underſtanding 'and -Coh- 
i&Fcience that he has, ' or in the uſe of 
heyYawful means may have: for thet- 
ex-Fire: Rule of what he, as ach; ought 
morsFo hold and practiſe. And yet, {up- . 


rdly ; | 


own. plainly. in” the 


AN8 "ſte 
contra 


Maxin:5 the Nicene Council, fior thou that 


C: 14. 


Bia... 


ol DORN ly that require 
Nie 4 vt. 8;. DO which 


Tay At nY aecortit convince: of He: | 


"22, T9. and make ſuch a_likechalt 


| Ang, 


| 'Scnptures,.. not Pope el 


AR parent cotiviction, or; ſtop = 


o (42) 


you : infer The pirties you ref! 


Fs AQ more gre Tan ſhall 3 | 
pear {His fe Map they | 
by erin, cede 


ns he? orig” out- 0 the . Ser Mes : 
& OJ * 


cording to... AE. 15.72, 


inform -and Tecliiih "ich -a "ohe?! - 
May. 7.2: not-do as the Lay -gentle-| 
man 1 With you, an 1 you AOW:IN} b 
Vit 6. his. -Epiſtſe:do with - your! 
& ? ormay they not.mind} f 
Was wy \f1(ſt did the Sadduces ? "ell VC 
err, mt kyowing the Scriptures, Matt. 6 


” 


lenge as Auguſti mn dic to Maximinins + 
. But now neicher. ought -Ito, produce 4 


Ee oe -as going about topre4 Ln 
er am I detairied by thag” 
of this, not thou-of that 7+ 
ſer thing with thing, cauſe with cauſe! png 
-xenſon with reafon, by authorities of ay 


oth, Ber hat 


ing of the mouth by Scripture T4 
imony, fhat.man willnof reli 


| eth 


(43) © 
o | but perſiſt groundleſly to. maintain 
\ | his youu erroneous Tenet, it is an 
£ | evident f1gn that he does not indeed | 
&- | admit of Scriptures, . interpreted ac- 
_ cording to his-beſt underſtanding and 
y 4 conſcience, to be the Rule, 'but obſti- 
%s || nately: adheres to the perverſe wil- 
ic. 4 ful reaſonings of his own fleſhly mind, 
oY 4 15 nidt-a' Proteſtant according-to the 
> tenor of your own deſcription 3 but 
te. one'that is or qught (to be rejected 
# by them. And although I know 

4 well enough you have other means 
48 for condemning , and killing fuch 
..} you pleaſe to call Hereticks, yet. am 
x41 to. learn, what better means you 
-1.8 have whereby to convince them of 
... 4 Hereſje , or diſcern who they: be. 
Mt 4 wan thatis an Heretick, after the 
at firſt and ſecond admonition rejett, know- 

io 05mg that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted 
\ Band ſinneth, being condemned of him- 
elf, Tit. 3. 10, 11. However you 
{night have done well to have di- 
= (tinguiſhed betwixt a Proteſtant ,. 
and a perfect good Proteſtant. He 
1:hat profeſſech to follow this one 

@gg Principle, ſo diametrically qppolite 
Tao the fundamentals of Popery, may 
erhaps.be —_—_ by all, or 60k 
2 or 


"S047 | 
'for a Proteſtant ; yet if he differ in 
points of faith, tradited by the four 
firſt General Councils, and common- 
ly received by Chriſtians, or to be 
of a vicious. life, he is not, at leaſt 
ought not to be, owned by any of 
them for a perfe&t good Prote- 


To elude theſe plain and evident 


Texts, ſcilicet, Deatey. 17. 8. Matt 23. 


2, 3. &c. brought to prove that the ' 


Church is the ſole infallible.Rule and 
Judge ) you were wont t6 fay that 
ay may have other interpretations, 
and therefore this is not the truth 3 
| it is a queſtion whether any Texts 
_ of Holy Scriptures, and conſequent- 
ly. whether theſe Texts which ſpeak 


ſ{o-amply of the Church, are to be | 
underſtood of the Church militant , | 


.and viſible in this world, or of the 
Church triumphant. Ye are willin 
to agree, that ſo long as the Churc 
of Chriſt teacheth conformable to 
Scriptures ſhe is infallible. Where- 
as inſtead of thus ſaying, doubt- 
ing or -agreeing, we enquire, 
Firſt, To what purpoſe ſhould you 
urge us to believe the infallibility 
of the Church, or any thing elle, 
upon 
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upon Scripture grounds, when you 
tell us aforehand, that faith founded 
upon Scripture is not truly faith z_ 
{or though we ſhould grant what you 
ſuppoſe, (/cihcer) that Chriſt and: 
his Apoſtles did urge the 7ews with 
Scriptures, meerly becauſe of their 
incredulity ; yet did they never tell 
them as you do us: Faith founded 
npon Scripture will avail you no- 
ing. It 15 not that Divine Faith 
which God calls for at your hands Or 
if you yet ſay, that it is warrantable 
to believe the Church is infallible 
apo our urging; why notto believe 
to be the Meflias, or any o- 
ther point of Chriftian-DoAtrine,up+ 
on our Miniſters alledging of Scrip- 
ture for it ? Bur, 

Secondly, Be theſe Texts plain and 
evident, ornot ? If not, why do you. 
ſay they are? And if they be, theſe 
very Texts are a Rule, ſuch as you 
ſeek for, whereby to judge of this 
Controverlie, and conſequently :he 
Church is not the only Rule wh<:- 
by Controverſies are to be judge:! 

WD”: - 
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T. irdly, The 2xerendam here 1s 
not whether we can ſhew with any 
aſſurance, that theſe Texts are capa- 
ble of other interpretations ; but whe- 
ther you can demonſtrate like as the 
Apoſtle uſed to do, A#. 17. 3, 18: 
theſe your own interpretations to 
be certainly true; doit, when you 
«5:42 do it, by ſome infallible medi, and 
Toy y2;- we ſhall be ready to beheve what 
$6 y. you ſay. But if you bring no proofs 5 
and no "other you have brought as 

yet, ſave your own private reaſ0n- 

ings. Inſtead of believins the truth 

of your interpretations, we hall 
widke'bold-to-ask yon,as you-do your 
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felf, what difference is there betwint: 
judging-by your own realon, and. 


udging by a Law :to-be interpreted 


y your own reaſon? This is to. 


make the Scripture not Gots word, 
but theword of every - private man. 
- Though yet, | 

Forrthly, Had yon not madea little 
bold with your own - reaſon, and 
quite contrary, both to ſenſe and 
honeſty omitted verſe the eight | be- 
between blood and blood , © between 
Plea and Plea ] and put down &c. 
inſtead of theeleventh verſe (#3 /arrs 
apte 


ab, 
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s apte ſanflus Jdoyſes Controverſias ex 
| ortas in. . Popwlo. Dei ex Lege Domins. 


1 j#dicandas . docet, Bellar. ae werho. Des, 


J /ib. 1. cap.-2, according tO the ſen- 
q cence of the Law, which they ſhall 
J teach thee) it would haye been evi- 


| dent from Der. 17. That the Cons 
| trover(ies there ſpokes of, were limi- 


ted-to matters of ſtrife betwixt party. 


I and. party, like thoſe, Afar. 18. 17. 


—— 


{ 2nd the Judgein ſentencing, to the. 
$ Rule of the Law, . called 2/es Chair, 


Matt, 23. 2. And. conſequently the 
firſt Scripture you cite, which ſhould 
be the meaſure, af-the reſt, partly 
makes nathing. for,, in. part makes 
direRly againſt your. main canclulion. 
Taiah 35.8. hath been already, 14ah 
2. 4. 4Iat.28. 20, 7abn 16. 12. will 
be hereafter ſpoken to ; J/aiah -43. 


3. 17. Jfaiah 26..2.1. and Mar. 16. 9. 


confirm what ye contend for, ( wiz ) 


J the whole Church of Gods EleR, 


conſiſting of lively ſtones tobe firm- 
ly built upon that living ſtone, that 
Rock Jeſas Chriſt. 1 Per. 2.4, 5.. 
And that the Royal ſeed, the Chil . .. 
dren of God ſhall be 2!! ;aagiſt and 
led by .che Spirit of God, accarding 
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27. John 14. 16. relates only to | 
{ach as are called out of the world : | 
hroe him,and keep his commandements,as$1t | 
is evident from verſes 15. and 17, | 
concerns neither the Pope nor his | 
Cardinals, unleſs he or they be firſt | 
proved the fpiritual man intended, | 


i Cer. 2, 15, and if Epheſ; 4.11, we 
may. be allowed to leave out the 


Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts , 
and read he will give, inſtead of he gave, 


which muſt be done ere that Text 
can have any ſhew of n—_ + 
!t will reſpect all and f{ingular Pa- 
ftors and Teachers that be the gifts 


Saime, for the work *of _ the Aniſtry 


£ ' = the F 
P P «THT / 


Till we all come to an wnity, not of. 


Opinion, form or. points of Faith, 
as you uſe to word it, but #to the 
anity of the faith , and knowledge 
of the Son of God, mnto a perfett 
man, munto the meaſure of the ' flature 
of the falneſs of Chriſk : That we 
henceforth be no more children toſſed. 
zo and fro ( from confidence in one 
device, to a dependency upon ano- 
ther ) andcarried about with every empty 


- wind of Dofrine, by the ſlight of men,and- 


cunning 


e 
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cunnins -craftineſs , whereby they lie in 


| wait to deceive, But ſpeaking the truth. 

q :n love, may grow up to him in all things, . 
{which js the. head, even Chriſt : from 
»hom without mention . or mediation - 
{of any other head, the.whole body fitly 
$ joymed together, ana. compatted by that 
J mbich. every joynt ſupplyeth; acpording to - 


the effeflual working of every part , 


waketh-inereaſs of the body, nnta the edi- 


IF, 16, 


Bing of it ſelf. in love : verl. .12,13,14, 


Nor is the laſt with-.-which. you : 
flouriſh, of any - more moment : .for 


never to take notice that by Church, . 


cannot there be meant Roman, or Ge- 
neral Council: : There-isaPillar. for 
holding out Edidts, . as well as a Pil- - 
lar for holding up. houſes there is a : 
ground wherein men ſet Trees, ſow - 
Seed, as well as. a ground.: whereon : 
they . ere... buildings” and. recumb. 
The Church may. be a Pillar to-hold : 
and. yet not. a-Pillar . 
or}: for all .dodrins . 


out the trut 


h 
for you to. rely. 


that be true.. The Churchmay be 


that choſen. ground , .in. which. the - 


Myſtery of Godline(s,Chriſt the-truth 
is {et., and ſown , andyetno com- 


mon ground given for you to found 
i x -$: A 


your: 


” (5). Fa 
your faith upon : Tares may ſpring 
up together with the good Seed : | 


Truth held out, and yer errour at- 


tend it : However the word in the | 
Greek is iSexivza , which properly | 
ſignifies a Seat, and you know wel! | 
how 't0'let 4oſes Chair alone, and. | 
rely on tum fappoſed to fit there- | 
in. Sh | | 
And now Sir, do-you not ſtand 
aſtoniſhed at ' your own'. impu- 
dence in thus impoſing upon the 
Nonconformiſts ; they do not, they 
need not limit theſe Texts to the 
Church triemphant , bur tell you 


er, CR 
Firſt, That it will be hard for you 

to prove from - Scripture, that the: 
Ohurch of God in this world (the 
Church you fpeak-of,-Pag. 6z. which 
Chriſt redeemedwith his blood ) is 
a viſible body Politick,differentfrom 
"that inviſible Church whictvis Chriſt 
myſtical body : the Texts you cite 
Afts 20.28. 1 Cor, 12. 28,- Eph, 4.11 


"Col. 1. 24, 2, 5. Mat: 16, 18. dffbar 


import 'no ſuch thing ; for! the fo 
rſt 'diſtinguith betwixt the Churc 
and the Overſeers, Officers ef Mini 
ters thereof ; ſeeming _— c 
& UPPOK 


CA) 
ſappole - that the Overſeers, not. as, 
* Wverſeers in their Politick- capacity, - 
| Þut-as believers, refpet had to their 
Wpiritua] Union, be truly members: 


' If the Church there mentioned ; and 


1 For the fifth, if-by Rk might be 
 Binderflood ' Peter, it would asco this; 
- Þuſinc& be of the 'fame im Riport And. 
| Bf by Rock with-the great St. Auguſtin ,,,,9;, 
e "underfiand Chriſt (and {0 we ae wverbis 
| =o and An as-is made appear by. 4onin# 
hamier, the remotenels of the ante- ae. _ 
edent” notwithſtanding) thar Text a 
lates to .the* Church huikded ; the Chaniie 
wi bs en is Gods.« own work- Tom. 2. 1. 
.- holdi our": . Chap. 
whict the cg 


: -Srcgndly, 
ine « us, FS ok | 
he md $obck ie, 
And now yoo'ſeem.offended_ becauſe 
e. do not.. However wirhqur re- 
ard eo either, -we thn that tlie. 
ameHol /Carholickn itatit Chun 

$' both 'piſible/and inviſtble; invifi- 
le , reſpet had ro. its union,; and” 


viſible 
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viſible reſpect had to its profeſſion of 


Thirdly, Yours I think do, and On 
therefore ſure ſhould you in this, caſe I &o- 
diſtinguiſh inter Eccleſiam judicantem © ho\ 
& accentem betwixt the Church I his 
judging or defining, and the Church 4 
reaching, and have pleaded for that, # wh 
not this to be infallible : as and for & Go 
ours, though its true, they do af-If vel 
firm that the Church while teach-} you 
ing conformable to Scriptures, teach} of 
eth Doctrine _infallibly true, yet dof co 
they never fay that the Church, Pri 


in any ſenſe is, or ought to. bef the 
denominated, infallible. No Sir, theſ} wh 
- Charch hath other rene privi-l 0) 
ledges, other benefits by ao the 
miles, and. the Dodtrine of Chriſt kc 
(as hath and ſhall be made appear / G2 
is and may be abundantly otherwiſe thir 
confirmed :. you need not for fear.offl anc 
debafing the Church below the yoi 
Devil, ſuppoſe her thus guilty. offi Re: 
robbery, in making. her elf equalſſſ or 
with God : Equal I fay with. God all 
becauſe iofallbility is not an fin 
or fruit like love, peace, but .an e{ be! 


{atia], attribute of che Holy Ghoſt 
""—__ 
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Tno more communicable to, or. pte- 
F dicable cither of you or us,- than- 
x Omnipreſence or Omnipotency : : 7's 
= God alone that cannot lie, Titus 1. 2. 


howbeit, in ſome caſes others through 
his grace ſhall nor. 
Feurthly, The books of Scripture, 


$ which you are pleaſed to accept as 


Gods written word, and Divinere- 
velations, were firſt delivered unto- 
you by Catholicks , and accepted: 
of by your Anceſtors, upon the 
{core and word of Roman Catholicks, 


Pag. 83. 


Prieſts and Monks, together - with- 
the ſame. ſenſe and interpretation ,. 


which the Roman Catholick Church: 


now teacheth , and which was 


on confirmed by miracles as afore-- 


= 
. 


C4 Firſt, You confe.,. Querie- the Pag. 84x 


third, that there is a Greek Church, 


and an Erhbiopian Church diſtin from 
yoursz and we can tell you. out of 
Reinering cont,  Heret, cap. 4. of Leoniſts 
©r Zollards, that were difperſed into 
all Countries, have continued. ever 
fince. the Apoſtles, .lived juſtly, and 
belieyed all the Articles contained 
ig. the Creed. 'Our Anceſtors might 


receive_the books - of Scripture. as . 
Gods- 


(54) 


Gods written word: :from Catholicks; 
and.yet never be beholding tothe | 
Rameniſts for it: © But-be iſo, that! | 
cur .Anceſtors did as you ſay,” what: 
then ?.:Did :northe. Primitive Chri- 
ſtians receive the books of the Old 
Toſtagiant | m_ the .Jews , and 
yet rejected * their . Traditions , nay; 


_ difpured againſt che Jewiſh Traditi- 


ons Qut.of thoſe very books: How 
Ever, 5." 
pond Theſe books were- not 
as aforeſaid, upon thefcore 
__ — of the Roman --Catholiok. 
Priefts and Monks;:for our Anceſtors 
bad thePrieſts and - ;Manks' word fot 
the Apocrypha|books , :aswell as-for: 
the Iomontak: andiyer -did they: re3 
_ thoſe, and accept theſe becauſe 


wo they ng onginting reaſons: (- to 


"1p, Triie it i is-your' \Priedixars: 
(worn: not” to; Uo + et Scripture 
againſt. the:ſen(e, the: Holy: 
Mother the Cachs rv held, = ; 
doch ligdds Þur that they do'do; or 

ver .delivered-/ unto. our” ts 
ny oy ofach an. interpretation, -tnuch 
] i confirmedby Miracles, ' re- 
ans. for yaw to-prove ;-. ;and _ 
£ d 
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; ible we know nothing of; thongh 


2 
d, . 8 ; | [us * et 
; 8 Fourthly If you your Priefts:and © 
Aonks, or any-body ele can 'bri 


rany other traditzns fo confirmed; + 
e ſhall wichour finther ado .accepr 

of, hold them as faſtas we can, and 

Sn the:mean while nolitche marvel 

that. you'knowing ſo well of fach a 

ſenſe, ſhould ſpend time in trou- 
blinguswith your own privategloſles : 

Nor yet is.the laſt, the leaft i1gn of 

2 brazen \forehead , : the Apoftare 
bluſhes not ito! cell ro all; the world 

that-he has now ſlearned:co hate-and 
abhorr Rebellion and. Treaſon as Pag. 86. 
much as Hell and Damnation, :not- 

| Fir _ E genera IDPPLoOVec - 

il of Lateran under Jawcent the Third, 

8 dectees that if che Temporal. Lond 

$ being” required and 'admoniſhed:of 

the /Charch, thall- negle&: ro -parge 

his Country: of Hereticaldefilmencs, 

the Pope 'may : from othenceforth 

their fidelnty.;/:knd may» expoſe tus 
"Country. to:beifejfet;ovn)by:Carho- 

licks, who rooting out the Hereticks 

may 


Ful(ſuch procedure firſt had by theÞ!!< 


_ er of Excommunication not- at all} 


Religion fo .near allied to. Rebelhon, 
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i poſſefs it without contradiction; 
and keep it in the purity of Faith. The 
Popiſh: Biſhops and Prieſts declare 
and (wear, extra. hanc veram fidem Cas| 
tholicam non eſt ſalus,. out of this: true _ 
Catholick Faith there is no Salvati- 
on. The ſumm of all the Captainſ<Y © 
has learned, and would have us toff 
learn, isto believe as the Church be-E£<7< 
lieves : and conſequently is ſofar from '*: 
having learned to hate and abhor re- 


1; | hem f 
. bellion, . as Hell and Damnation ; h(t2 


as he believes-all ſuch ſhall be dam-F'*e 
ned-to Hell, as do not hold it law-|P2? © 


Church and Pope): to riſe. up 
in Rebellion againſt . their Lord and 


kung... 1 

Secondly, The Qath of Allegiance Wir 
was compoſed and impoſed on pur-ﬀ'** © 
poſe to . diſtinguiſh the: Loyal and F 7h 
diſloyal . Romaniſts, the; Popes pow-IM("&! 


therein touched ;- no point of do- 
drine inſerted, and yet is the Popiſh 


that it- commands her- Vaſſals rather aye N 

to ſuffer death , . than bind them- W>? 

ſelves by Oath to perform Allegiance rs 
| 0 


| (57) 

d their Lord and King z though yet 
d ſay truth , 

Thirdly, - The Papiſts in this deal 
More candidly than in any other 
ing that I know of: for ſhould 
ey take this Oath, as ſometimes 
dme of them in policy may do, it 
Fere no better than raking Gods name 
vain. The Pope if antecedently he 
avenot, may yet at pleaſure abſolve 
em from it; they. may- this not- 
ithſtanding, be free to rebe], ' ſo 
Don as there is an opportunity, and 
Il there be an opportunity, it 1snot 


| ol Poe men ſo wiſe as they , 
nould-ever- offer to rebel. Now licer 
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"at is an Heretick, if he indeavour 
Dd draw | his Subjects into Hereſie : 
ndif you would know how Chriſti- 
Papiſts' in England, and ſome parts 
f Germany Can be excuſed from neg- 
\&t of duty ; Dominicus Bannes will 
1 you, becauſe that generally they 
aye not power tomake ſuch Wars 
painſt Princes, and great dangers are 
minent over them,however an A 
ology might eaſily be framed out 


t Bellarmixe in the place fore- 
quoted, 
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quoted: , quod fi Chriſtiani olim non de- 


poſuerunt Neronem & Diocleſianum, & 


Fulianum Apoſtatam & Valentem Ari- 
anum & ſrwiles, fait quia deerant wires 


temporalcs Chriſtiants ; If Chriſtians in- 


former times: did not depoſe Hero, 


| Diocleſian, falian the Apoſtate, and 
Vatens the Arian and {uch like, it was 


becauſe temporal forces were want- 
ing unto Chriſtians: nor may it with 


any colour- of: Juſtice be pleaged, 
that Bellarmine, - Dannes,.- AAariang * 


Swarez, &c. be but-private Doctors, 


unleſs it be firſtly made appear that | 


the Roman Church might, and has 


legally reverſed the forelgid Za-. 
Lorgn » and anathematiled- 
the perſons and- opinions of theſe | 
and fach like as Heretical ; however, | 


Captain Fobert carries it throughout 
like a man that is indeed an Here- 
tick : for while a Proteſtant, he did 
at as 2 rebellious 'Traytor , and 
now being turn'd 'Papiſt will needs 


profe(s himſelfa Loyal Subjet, both 


in their ſeveral times apparently a- 
gainſt his own principles. p 


The - 


Pp CEPT — 4 Co. 


_—_—  —— 


The fixth reaſon againſt the Scrip- - 


tures being a Rule, examined. 


He ſixth reaſon I meet with , 
- was whatſoever is-a fole 


ſuthcieat rule, muſt be plain and Pap, 42; 


clear in all neceſſary points, at leaſt, 


which relate unto faith, or the Means - 


| by which falvation is to be had, 
. which the Scripture is not 3 -and 4a 
bove all things it muſt not contra- 
dit it elf , which the Scripture 
feems to do. To prove this, I ſhall 
give ſome few inftances, which 1 
think can never be infringed. 
The man comes here home to the 
point , waves his impertinent ſophi- 


 Whical jumbling in of Judge and Guide; 


| Wand moſt induſtrioufly andeavours to 
prove from the Scriptures deficien- 

cy and obſcurity, that. it is not the 
ſole ſufficient Rule, nor is it any mar- 
vel that we find him now ſo ſerious 


e-fjand earneſt; for if this argument . 


fail, 


(50) | 
fail, all his other ſeven Antiſcripru- 
ral reaſons come to nothing with it : 
for though Presbyterians, Independents, 
Anabaptiffs, ec. ſhould diſagree in 


matters of Faith, raiſe different ſenſes $ 


co ſerve their ſeveral intereſts,- can- 
not all of them underſtand, and 
ſome of them do deſperately wreſt 
ſeyeral places to their- own deſtructi- 
on, the Scripture ſappoſed plain and 
clear in all neceflary points, the fault 
and folly is their own. - The Scrip- 


ture all this notwithſtanding, may 
and does ſtill remain as it was, a 


ſole ſufficient Rule; or if ſome Books 
be loſt, all Copies corrupted, and 
ſeveral Texts miſtranſlated-, - yet 


what's this to the purpoſe, 'while 


we can and ſhall evince, that the 
Books we at preſent have, are fo in- 
tire, the Copies fo pure, and the 


Tranſlations fo true, that all points 


neceſſary at leaſt be therein plain 


and clear; nor will it avail to tell us 
of the Primitive Chriſtians conſulr-h 


ing with the Apoſtles, and that it 
is all one to judge by our own rea- 


| fon, and by a Law to be interpreted 


by our own reaſon: For we mi 
{uppoſe the Apoſtles with all thei 
Authority 


þ 
(61) | 
) Authority now in being, go and 
conſult with them, or in their 
ſence with the Paſtors of the ſe- 
f vetal Churches as the great Mode- 
rators of all controverſies, and = 
the Scriptures if plain: and clear ſti 
remain a ſole ſufficient Rule, accor- 
ding to which the -controverfies 
might and ought to be decided*: 
Nor need we in this cafe be trou- 
bled with interpreting of Scriptures 
according to our own reaſon , fith 
'tis ſuppoſed, and ſhall be proved , - 
that the Scripture is ſo clear in all 
neceſlary points, that it needs no in- 
terpretation, though yet you may 
take notice by ' the way, that to 
judge by our own reaſon as the on- 
ly rule, is not the ſame with judg- 
ing by a Law to be interpreted by 
SF our own reaſon as one ſpecial means : 
| your Argument would perhaps 
ſtrike at that 3 but this is all chat in 
any caſe we pra&tiſe and ſo do 3 be- 
A cauſe Chriſt bids us/earch the Scrip- 
WW tres, and the Apoſtle adds, judge ye 
what I ſay, comparing ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual ; | however , fith the 
faith or means by which ſalvation 
is to be had, isa ——_— 
> 


| 
; 
l 
Y 


Pap. 42. 


(66) 


the foundation, as hath been ſaid, 


not a+ believing of juſt 10 many as 
you- or 'athers: are plea 


be plain and clear, as without perad- 
ventixe they are in their teſtifying 
of -him according to: Feb. 5.49. they 
are plain and clear in what -neceſia- 
rily relates to Faith, or thei means:by 
=_ þ peny is Ly be bye | _ 
Ing tO 7025. 20.ZL.  GONIEQUENKLY 
what ever becomes «of all the other, 
whether -neceſlary or unneceſſary 
points, may bea ſole-ſifficient Rule 


according to the tendency of this 
your preſent difcourſe, the ſeeming 


contradictions ſhall after your infrin- 
gible inſtances, come now to be dif- 


That they are not plain and- clear, 
as aforeſaid, conſider all Chriſtians 
generally (except ſome few )- do 
agree that the Sacraments -of the 
Goſpel are neceflary in order-to .Sal- 
vation. Now as:to theſe, the Scri- 
ptures are {o far from oy clear 
that they do-not-ſo much.as-denomi- 


nate what a Sacrament is , how 


many Chrift ordained, ar -whether 


there be any Sacrament ornot, 
| Firſt, 


ſed to call 
fundamental points : It the Scriptures 
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tar by Sacraments ate 'neceflary , 
and yet they notbe fo; for it's Chriſts 
oO that they are , not -at'all the 
Chriftians agreeing, that can make 


them neceſſary. Did-not:all Chriftiams 


geherdlly axtee fot fix Htndred years 
Lis 97 tl 7 —_ AE wm 4 
"cetlary'tor Infants, and yet now th 
Church'concluderh -otherwiſe: "But 
2. 'it:is'Htere granted that ſome Chri- 
ſtians deriy the Sacraments of the 
"Goſpel! to-'be*neceſlary, and if ſome 
may be Chriftians and yet deny -the 
neceſlity of Sacraments, it's an-artu- 


ment ſatficient that they arenotneceſ- 
ſary. Norindeed does the man affert 


that Sacraments be ſimply neceffary, 


bur qualifies it with, 'in- order to Sal- 


TOO _ 79 1t' . m—__ 
Or. ' the : *pernaps Ne- may 
think there * be two ways whereby 


-God: brings his people to Salvation, 


one ordinary with, and the other ex- 
traordinary without Sacraments nor 


ſhall I*fay (more - of that, but tell 
him 'thatif Women and Male Chil- 


dren under the Law might, -much 
more [the ' Catechnmeni and Infants 
under the Goſpel: may be faved by 


grace 


(64) 


grace without Sacraments to-confer 


'or convey -it.. 3. Though: it be- nor 


the Scripture mode to. obſerve, Lo- 


gick rules in framing definitions, -nor Þ 


always Arithmetical in_ making up 
of accounts :- Yet: is the nature and 


end: of / theſe Ordinances . we. call 


Sacraments, deſcribed.in Scripture ſo 


far as is meet for- usto. know: The 
number numbred:, Baptiſm, and the 


 Lords-ſupper faid to inſtituted 
by Chriſt, and-no more 3 and (ure 


then the man- may count two, and 


need not complain . for want of the 


number numbring. SARS ih 

- Secoxdly, It's neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, to believe all the Books of 
Holy Scripture to be the word of 
God, and to believe nothing written 


- 


to be the word of God which is 
 Apocryphal 3; but by the Scri- 


pture 1£ cannot be made .out plainly 
and clearly, which Books are the 


word of God, and which are Apo- 


cryphal. | NF 
Firft, Your own Doctors diſtin- 
guiſh betwixtan affirmarive belieyin 
and a DEJA disbelief 3 and thoug 
they make it damnable to disbelieve 
any one point ( when ſufficiently re- 
pre- 


( 65) 
prefented to the underſtanding as' 
revealed by God) yet do they nac! 
make it neceſfary, poſitively and: 
exprf{ly to believe all, or any of! 
the Books of Holy Scriptures to: be: * 
{o revealed; and ſuppoſe they did, it: 

matters not, ſith it's evident that . the: 
| | ocriptures themſelves make believ- 
| ing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
> not believing all the Booky of Holy: 
| Scripture to be the word of God , 
> to be that "Vuum nece LAVILON, that 
a one thing neceſfary-'to Salvation. 
e And the Fathers in the Primitive 
. | times had differences. and doubts. a- 
i- | bout feveral Books of Scripture: now 
of | commonly received for Canonical:, 
of | and yet were ſaved by the. Grace' of 
en | our Lord JeſusChrift, even as we. 
is | 2. Chriſtians convincedby any means 
ri- | whatſoever, that fuch and fuch Books 
ily | in themſelves Apocryphal be che ward 

e | of God, oughr during that conviction 

believe them to be ſo, and itis foſar 
frombeing- necef{ary to: Salvation for -- 
themrebur /ic ftavtibur,tobeliev others - 
wiſe, that .- "__ 'ob{tinacy” and: in 
terpretatvely a:denymg Gods ve- 
Ve racity forthem not fo to believe for 
; a D ' mally, 
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_- 

wally, ''as Chillingworth, though not 
materially an Herefie. 3. True it is 
that it cannot be made out by Scri- 
pture as by a Teſtimony, or Argx- 


* wentum I > Which Books 


are the Word of God, and which 
be Apocryphal 3 yet may this- be 
made out plainly and clearly by 
Scripture, Tanquam per Argumentum 
artificiale, ſcilicet , The Divine Cha- 
raters that God himſelf hath im- 


printed on thoſe Books that be in- - 


deed the Word of God : -nor need 
we trouble .your Churches Autho- 
rity, though we confeſs our ſelyes 


much beholding to :the Churches" 


miniſtry for the finding of them 


ut. | 

- Thirdh, It is neceſſary to believe 
the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, but there is no Text or Texts 
of Scripture to prove that the Scri- 
ptures which we have, are Gods 
Word. | 

1. Itis neceſlary for you and me 
to believe the Scriptures to be the 
Word of God; becauſe we are per- 
{waded,though upon {ſeveral grounds, 
that they beſo ; but thatit 1s nece{ 


ſary 


(67) 


fary for all perſons ſo to beheve, will 
not be granted till you- further ex- 
plain your [neceſlary, ]and add proof 
for the evincing - of it. - And yet 
however, .. 2. There is a Text of 
Scripture to prove that the Scriptures 
which we have are Gods Word; For 
if there bea Text that exprefly de- 
Clares that the Scriptures which the 
Jews and Chriſtians bad in the Pri- 
mitive times, were the Word of God, 
there is a Text to prove that the Scri- 
ptures which we have, are Gods 
Word: But there is a Text which 
exprelly declares that the Scriptures 
which the Jews and Chriſtians had in 
the Primitive times were the Word 
of God; ergo, There is a Text to 
prove that the Scriptures which 
we have, are Gods Word. The ma- 
jor 1s evident from univerſal Tradi- 
tion aſſuring us that the Scriptures 
we now have, be the ſame that the 
Jews and Chriſtians had then. The - 
minor is evinced from that of Pay/ 
to Timothy , - whoſe Mother was a 
7eweſs, and Father a Greek; all Scri- 
prure is divinely inſpired, 2 Tim. 3. 


D 2 Foxrthly, 


| (63). 

Foxrthly, Tt is neceſlary to know 
that the Scriptures are-not corrupted, 
for if they be corrupted they ceaſe 
to be the Word of God, and then 
they cannot be any rule or ſure guide 


to us - But of this we have no af 


ſarance in Scripture. . 
1. It is notneceſſary, as hathbeen 


ſaid, to know the Scriptures to - be 
the Word of God; and therefbre 
not neceflary ſure to know they are 
:not corrupted. | 
ting is no more than' one ſpecial 
means whereby God is pleaſed to 
make known , and preferve in the - 
"World the know! 
1f he do it ny where 
dium, that will 


Scriptare or Wri- 


e of his Will; 

another Me- 
ſuffice. Nay ſuppoſe, 
as the man ſeems to doall along, that: 
the Scriptures be corrupted, it can- 
not be neceſfary to know that they 
are not corrupted ; unleſs it be ne- 
ceffary to know that. which is not 


pot tobeknown, and ſo all men 


e neceſſarily damned; 2. When 
we ſay; the Scrptnre is. the Rule 
whereby: t judge.af Contraverfies, 
it is uſtally reftrained to ſach con-- 
troverlies as do nat; .concern the 

2 Scripture. 


| ———_ and. 


45... 
Scripture. You will fiot allow-us 
to argue, the Church is no infallible 
Judge or Rule, becauſe the Church: 
1s forced to ſeek for other and higher 
proof than her.own words to prove - 
her felf to be Infallible; and if fo, 
why ſhould we argue the Scripture 
to be no Rule, becauſe we cannot 
have aſſurance in Scripture that it is 
Rot corrupted ? it will be ſufficient 
that we have affurance ſome other. 
Way. 3. Scripture may . be ſaid: to 
be corrupted inEffentials or Acciden- 
tals, in whole or in part : It may be 
corrupted in Accidentils, the Words 
mis-ſpelted ,. Sentences miſplaced , 
Words, oor Letters inſerted ot omit- 
ted ; and yet the mind and meaning 
of-God what it is;.. all that notwith- 
ſtanding, be evident from thence. E-: 
very Book almeſt after its moſt: 
perfect Edition, hath Errata's, and- 
yet 'the Authors meaning may be- 
plain enough : Nay. further, Scri- 
pture may be corrupted in ſome. 
parts, and yet remaining -pure in 
others, Scriptars per Scripturam, .SCr1- 
pture may be corrected by Scripture, 
2s. a Jeſuit of your own bath well 
_ abſerved. < D-:3 Fifthly,.. 


(70) 


Fifthly, It is neceſſary in order to 


_ theknowing of the true mind, mean- 


ing, and will of God, and whar he 
intended by ſuch and ſuch a Text, 
that we know when a Text is to be 
underſtood literally , when figura- 
tively, when myſtically z but this 


cannot beunderitood from Scripture, 


De werbo 
Dez,1.3..3- 


as daily experience informs us. 
1. The Scripture ſuppoſes men to 
have the uſe of fenſe and reaſon 5 
and if þ, they may ealtly con- 
clude, as {ure as God is truth, the Spi- 
rit ſpake by. the Prophets and Apo- 
{tles accordingly as he meant 3 the 
Prophets and Apoſtles writ according. 
as the Spirit ſpake 3 and writ for 
that end, . that the true mind , 
meaning, and will of God might 
be known and underſtood , which 
could not be without perpetuated 
new Revelation, except we might 
and ought to take that for his mind 
and meaning which the words in their 
literal conſtru&ion hold out unto us. 
Eum ſenſum qui ex werbis immedia- 
te colligitur , certum eſ> eſſe ſenſum 
Spiritus Santti, That, lays Bellarmin, 
which 1s immediately gathered _ 
the 


(71) 
the words, 1s certain to be the ſenſe 


of the Holy Ghoſt. And therefore, 
2, vainly does he enquire, and fond- 


ly diftinguith of ſeveral ſenſes of 


this or that Text , whenas it 1s ap» 
parent from the very writing of it 
in letters, and the confeſſion of our 
adverſaries, that each Text is ro be 
underſtood literally. © Nor is that 


| he calls figurative, any other than a ' ;r--2'; 
ſpecies of the literal ſenſe : The #7 dupies; 


myſtical , an uncertain remote i11- 
tendment of the things, and not tie 


altiis (:97- 
plex, 4 ins 
faguratur. 


immediate argumentative meaning z:/:ar.6i9 + 


of the written Words or- Text, 
which we are now enquiring after. 
However, 3. In vis .qua aperte in 
Scripturis poſta ſunt, inventuntur ila 


Angutin.nt 


Cotiliana, 


omnia que continent  fidem moreſque vi- 1,2. cg. 


venai : In thoſe things which are 


laid down plainly: in the Scriptures, 


all.thoſe \things are found which ap- 
ertain to Faith and Direction of 
ife. Dark figurative Texts, and 
myſtical meaning of things may in 
ſome ſenſe be uſeful , yet it 1s not 
neceſſary in order to the knowing. 
of the mind of God, fo far as 
15 requiſite for us to know, that we 
| "14 {ſhould 


= + = 
Tthould be able to unfold them ; 
Exponat ji cw Dems concefſerit : ' AS 
Cajetan of the Revelation. And 
yet further, 4. There is a difte- yo} 
fence betwixt being ignorant of fuch | 
and ſuch a Text, and wreſting or 
wilfully perverting it to a wrong 
L Enſe: This even in Scriptures not 
3''V; materially necefiary to be known , 
| muſt of neceſſity be avoided. Ir is 
Heretical , it is Soul-deſtra&ive, 
2 Peter 7. 19. that anent Texts 
holding out pon commonly called 
| Fundamental, may confiſt with {av- 
| ing knowledge; for it is the know- 
| ing the true tnind, meaning and will 
i | | of God as to ſach a particular that 
il 15 neceflary, and not juſt the knows- 
i I} ing it by ſuch and ſuch a Text: 
{if you may perhaps know 1 by one 
| Text,and oy another;or you by oral 
1 praQtical tradition, and I by wri- 
| ting. | 
Sixthly, Tt is neceſlary ro know 
that the very Copies and Tranſlati- 
| ons of the Scriptures which we have, 
oi! and upon which we ground our 
| ſelves, are certainly true: for if they 
i are not , we build upon uncertain- 
| | ties, 
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ties, and conſequently. have no+ 
fare foundation for:' our Faith; yer. 
we cannot be affured, nor have ſo 
much as any. information as: to - 
this - particular from. the - Scri- 


ptnres. | 
© Firſs, The Man does not deny - 
ether the - being or. poſltbility . of 
 knowmg, That there: be.Copjes and . 
Tranflatzons certainly true ;- only he - 
aflerts, That we have not fo much. 
as any information .as- to this par-- 
ticular, from the Scriptures, which 
we'mught; as hath been aid, Fall 
graht 3 and: yet y Su juſt Gronnds 
mamtain that the Scripture 1s :a rule. 


both plam and. pet et, . howbeit, hae ger - 


>* mani texts s * 


we need 'not do. it: . for nn the pet- prrveftige- - 
veſtigation of the true genuine Text, tior: ſatis 
fays Sixtus - Duintus, There was « noP#ſvicut 
Argument more firm and certain to be "5, 9nes 


conſlatnule.- 


relzed -ov, than the Faith of the antient 1yn arg hs 


Books : - Nor is there 4: better way , mintun eſſe 


 faysa great Rationaliſt, for che ang ren a 
nary fort, ' whether of 'Pupiſts or Prote-; nw 
Rants, thau to compare their and our quorum pro- 


: 


Tranſlations together, and where there batoram 


zs no real difference; there to -be conſis codicum * 
: latingr um 


. dent they are right: where they arfer, faem, 1c, 
us 6 there in prefat.-. 


zz > S 


& > GY 


there to be prudent in the choice of their 
Guide, 2. There is a certainty 
Mathematical, Moral, and. Spiritual. 
Mathematical, either touching Co- 
pies or Tranſlations of Scripture , 
is not now'to be had, Certainty 
Moral, ſuch as the nature of the ching' 
will bear, and as much as humane 
Teſtimony and induſtry can afford 
us, we have: Nor 1s the building 
thereupon a founding our Faith upon 
uncertainties but upon moſt ſtrong 
probabilities, ſuch as eſpecially in a 
matter of -Fa& and Skill. it were 
extream imptudence and obſtinacy, 
not to reſt fatisfied withal. Cer- 
rainty Spiritual , -whether of Sci- 
ence or adherence,beyond that which 
the beſt rational Evidence can give 
ground for, is to be had, and ſome- 
times 5x, but-not from us 3; you muſt 
by Prayer ſeek unto God for it , 
every good Gift and every perfect 
Gift is. from above. And if God. 
youchſafe to give it you as to this. 
particular , touching the whole or 
part, well; if not, for ought I know, 
or you axe able to evince, you muſt 
be content to be without it., How- 

" "Que, 


» 


without an infallible Propoſgr. 
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ever, 3. Youdoill to call the Scyi-- 
pture, q#4 Scriptura, As Copied and 
tranſlated, the foundation 'of Faith z. 
and worſe, to conclude from its un-- 
certainty, as ſuch, that our Faith has, 
no ſure foundation : For Scri- 
pture under that notion is not the: 
Material, much leſs either the .For- 
mal or Salvifigal object of Faith 
nor any more fave choicely, inſtru- 


mental in the yen» thereof ; 
e 


and I think we may fately afhrm, 


* Thatan Inſtrument in it (elf fallible,. 


may be mainly ſubſervieat to the ſu- 
preme Cauſe, in.bringing us both to- 
believe Divine Truths, becauſe Di- 
vine,. and to acquieſce in him who is 
the Foundation indeed, and Truth: 
it ſelf, Jeſus Chriſt. Your Engiif 


Bl Prieſts are fallible; yet inſtrumenra! 


ſure, by Preaching, Tranſlating, Wri- 
ting,. to bring perſons certainly. ro 
believe thoſe Propoſals, and to. fix 


upon that: Authority, which.is ſup- 


poſed-in it ſelf. to be infallible. Hor 
ſhall they believe in kim on whom they have 
not heard :. And how ſhall they hear with - 
out- a Preacher ? Rom. 10. Not hoiv 


Kut, 


| (76) 
But, 4. I much admire the Man 
{ſhould hold it neceſſary to know, &c. 


_ fhit is evident that in A»/tin's time, 


the Latin Tranſlations of the Scri- 
pture were innumerable, nor could 
any man have ſaid this or that is cer- 
tainly true : The Septwaginr, {aid to 
be uſed by the Apoſtles, is confe(- 
ſedly faulty : and theugh ſome of the 
preſent Rowaniffs may be arrived at 
that height of impudence, -as perem- 
ptorily to affirm $ yetnone can Tratio- 
nally make it out, that they know any 
one Tranſlatioti that. is perfe& , or 
Copy that is uncorrupt. The Conn- 
ct]: of' Trent indeed did decree, That 
the Vulgar Tranſlation ſhould be re- 


. xeived- for Authenticks but which 


'the meant by Vulgar, or what by 
 Authentick, no body can yet tel] : 
there was bellam Papale, aft ter, about 
'the Editions, Sixt#s againſt Clemens, 


- and Clemens againſt Sixtus. Nor cam 
their- Doors yet conclude, whether 


i is better fay, the Tranſlation is 
: tree from all erronrs, or only fuch as 
relate to Faith and Manners. 

Sevenmthly, Tt is neceſſary that the 


many manifeſt controverſies- about 


the 


"CF - 
che true ſenſe of Scripture ſhon!ld 
be decided, becauſe where two con- 
trary ſenſes are impoſed and urged, 
and both affirmed to bethe meaning 
of God, - and his Revelation , one 
only can be trae, and he who re 
fuſeth that which is true ſhall be dam- 
ned : yet theſe controverſies cannot 
be decided by Scripture. 

1. If it be neceſſary that the many 
manifeſt controverſies about the true 
ſenſe of Scripture, ſhoula be deci- 
ded; ſure your Supream Infallible 
Judge is far to blame, thathath not 
yet decided them, but ſuffers -yout 
own Doors to controvert the 
ſenſe of almoſt every Text of Scr- 

ure. 

# 2. Weurge, its true, by Argw- 


ments, but ir is you alonethat Ma- 


iſterially impoſe your own meanings 
= Divine Revelation : and though 
of rwo contraries, one ſenſe only can 
be true, and he that refuferh that 
ſenſe which he knows to be true, 
does deſerve Damnation; yet that 
God will certainly damn -him , or 
that thenot believing in caſe he had 
-not known, were a fin damnable , 
1s 


+, (78) 
15 more I think than God ever told 


you. | 
\ 3. Such controyerſies as are ne- 


cellary-to be decided in the uſe of 


lawful means have been, are, and 
may be decided by Scripture, with- 
out either compleating it by , or 


introducing 1n the: ſtead thereof any 


other Rule; and for the reſt a mu- 
tual forbearance of the Controver- 
tors were far better than your Pre- 
torial - deciſion of the .controver- 
les. ef 
Eigbthly, It is. neceſſary to know, 
what is purely and abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation to be believed, 
and what not; that is, as you ſay, 
what is fundamental, and what nor 
fundamental ; and to be informed of 
this plainly, leſt we erre and. be 
damned: but in this the Scnpture 
15 {ilent. | 
1. If it be neceflary. to: know 
. what is purely and abſolutely ne- 
_ ceflary to Salvation to be: believed, 
and what not, How comes it to paſs 
that your Church only declares ne- 
gatively what is not to be believed, 
or. what muſt not upon pain of Dam.- 
| nation. 
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nation be disbelieved, and yet nevyer- 
tells affirmatively -what- 15" purely 
and abſolutely \neceſlary for'us to be- 
lieve ? :True;- yon-will have att be- 
lieve-afhrmatively, implicitly, whar 
ever.your Church belieyes ;, bur that” 
is-nothing-tothis:'bufinefs, | where 
knowledge of the [what Þ'in an 
explicit. Faiths! is-neceſfarily requi- 
red. All your Doors conclude, 
Somewhat mult be'explicitly believ- 
ed 3. and:you ſay, Itis neceſſary” to: 
know-the Particulars 3' and yer will 
not your Church' ever be gotten' to 
declare unfo.us which-they be: let 
her do it when it ſhalt] ſeem good un- 
to her; in the interim, -I ſhall tell 
you plainly, That,  _ - 

' 2. So much of the. [what] is fur- 
damentally neceflary to be believed, 
2s is needful to bring {uch or ſuch a 
perſon to: believe in the | who ] 
and reſt on the ſoundation- Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and conſequently more may: 
be neceflary for one than another, and: 
not neceflary at all that the partice- 
lars ſhould be determined. For, ' 
- 3. Saving. and Damning depends 
aor.upon a preciſe knowing and be+« 
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(80: ): 
beving juit ſo. many poines,”- and no 


more z--bar upon a "believing 
or nos believing in J ns Chriſt. 
' He that belitveth in the Som of God, 
hath eternal life : He that belicveth 
not, 8c. He that tath the Sox hath 

ke, he thats heth nat the | Sort hath not . 


life, 1 Jain 5 I2, 


15 necel flary y. to hallive: 
that ah es poo the 


Father is-not begotten 3- 


chat God the Son-15 not made but be- 


gore vy.he Father only; thatGod: 
15 neither made nor - 


wands þ _ CES and that 


from. the Father and the Son ; thar 


Chriſt is of one ſubſtance with the 


Father, and thattheſe three are one, 
and that one three. I refer to confide- 


ration, 'whether all theſe points be 


ponly and rac to be found m- 


ripture : If EY. _ it had been 


almoſt im tor {o many divi- 
fore tapers 


fions to about them, 
as have rntonn. perſons 'on all 


fades, adinitting theScripture to be 


word of.C 
i. I refer it aſoto conſideration, 
Whether all - theſe. points be not 


"plainly and clearly to Þe found in. 


Scripture : 


(81) 
Scriptene : And wiſh you to con- 
ſult with almoſt any large Engl 
Catechitin, or common Place book 
CONCErning it. | 
'- 2, The Heart of man isdeſperate- 
ly wicked, and many are poffeſſed 
with a Spirit of blindneſs : It is one 
queſtion whether al theſe poinrs be 
plainly and clearly to be fonnd mn 
Scripture > and another, whether 
all perſons-that admit the Scriptures 
co be the word of God, can or will 
fo ſearch as to find them to be there» 
Both Jews and Chriftians admit the 
Books of the Old Teſtament for 
| Divine, - and # differ -ahout the 
weightieſt, and as we ſay, the clear- 
eſt point. You fay the Scriptines 
are plain and evident for the Chut- 
_ches op pet and ries Pro- 
teſtants, that admit the Scriptures for 
the Word of God as well as you do, 
all deny it. 
-- 3.Thoſe fo manifold diviſions in the 
Primitive Charch, make more a- 
gainſt the Churches being a Pretort- 
al Judge , than againſt Scripture 
. being a perfe& Rule. It had been 
ſare altogether impoſſible thar _ 
"i 
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contain and teach them. 
not, ſaith Cofterns, that thoſe chief heads 


(82) 
and ſo many points ſhould have been 
ſo long controverted z but that ei- 
ther the generality . of Chriſtians did 
not then judge a Pretorial deciſion of 
controverſies neceſſary, or that there 
was none then impowered fo to de- 
cide them. Howbeit, 
4. Is it neceſlary to believe theſe 
oints implicitly or explicitly ? if 
ut implicitlyz it-is not neceſſary in 
order to the conſtituting of Scri- 

tures an adequate object or rule of 

SONG, that theſe points ſhould 
be plainly contained in them. For 
plainneſs reſpects knowledge ofthe 
PRrocunns to be believed, which this 

ind of Faith ſuppoſeth nots and if 
it be neceſlary to believe theſe points 
exp; EIOWANY; your own Do- 
Qtors will not deny bur that the Scri- 
ptures do plainly and perſpicuouſly 
We deny 


of the Faith, which are to all Chriſtians 
xeceſſary to be known to Salvation, are 
plainly and perſpicuouſly comprehenaed 
in the Writings of the Apoſtles, Cujuſ- 
mods ſunt myſterium ſanttiſſine Trin- 
tatis & incarnatienis Filii Dei, Of 
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which ſort be the aoſhay of rhe 
Holy Trinity , and Incarnation 
of the Son - of God. The Evan- 
gelical and Apoſtolical Books , 
and the Oracles of the Antient Pro- 
phets, plane inftruunt nos, do plainly 
ſtruc us what is to be thought 


concerning things Divine. - - There- 


fore hoſtile diſcord laid aſide, let 
us take 'th2 explication of Queſtions, 
from the words, Divinely inſpired, lays - 
Conſtantine to the Council of Mice : 
And now what think ye does Bet 
larmine reply > why , he- takes oc- 


non. noverit Arcana religionis, had not 
been acquainted with the ſecrets of ' 


Religion 3 howbeit better confide- 


ring, - anſwers, -2. That. there be - 
Teſtimonies extant in 'the Holy 
Scriptures of all the Do&rines which 
appertain to the nature of God, and 
that concerning theſe Doctrines, we 
may be plene & plane, fully and 
plainly inſtructed out of the Holy 
Scriptures. | 
Tenthly, Itis neceſſary (the Church 
of Evglasd ſaith ). that Infants __ | 
: | e 


po | F min. de ver - 
calion hence to ſuſpect Conſtantine for yy nei1t.g, 


a perſon unbaptized, that as yet « 1. 


(84) 
be Baptized, and Women ſhould re- 
ceive the Holy Sacrament of- the 
Euchariſt, and Chriſtians ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Lords-day 3 and yet none 
of theſe pomts are ckarly and par- 
ticularly proved from Scriptures 
3. It matters not much what 
you fay , elſewhere, . this paſlage 
ſufficiently . manifeſts what ſort of 
Nonconformiſts you write againſt, 


/cil.. not Nonconformiſts to the | 


Church of .Eng/and, but to the Chair 
of Rome ; for if otherwiſe, where- 
fore ſhould you urge them in this 
caſe with, The Church of Eng/and 
faith, &c. And yet however, =. 
You muſt know that if the Church 
of England It is neceflary that 


ja 
Infants hold” be Baptized, it is- 


upon @ ſuppoſition. that the: affir- 
mative may evidently be- proved 
rom Scripture 3 for if you or any 
elſe ſhall 


cannot be 
ptures, the | 
ticle the {txth, hath expreſly decla-- 
red againſt the neceſſity - " FR > 
You cannot but tave heard of kec 
home, 6 « n avipun©&, Lit «a Man 
examine: 


oved from the Scri- 


evince that Infants-Baptiſm 


| 


hurch of England, Ar- | 
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(85) | 

examive himfelf,, &e. 1 Cor. 11.2% _ 

Women as well as Men are there 

' | required, (ſelf examination and =— 

| Auricular confeffion firſt had} © 

| | receivethe Euchariſt. Nor, 3. Can 

Han 2 rant that there is a dif- 

ence - ty the  non-"p6 be- 

| | ing neceſfar 7to be obſerved, andirs 

- | bezog y that Chriſtians ſhould 

| | obſerve the Lords day : That would 

| imply a DoEtrinal z This no more 

than an obediential neceſſity :- Thar | 

if held by any, the Church. of . | 

England. will tel you, he to be Ro 

proved. particularly from Scripture ;, 0} 
15 needs no more: but a general 


warrant. 
Eleventhly, It. is a fin, ( as the oj 
| generality of Chriſtians: agree. ) : ? 
| an herefie to: re-baptize any one, \. 


which hath been baptized by an He- | 
| TEK, where doth Scripture ſay: 


ON Thoſe that hold it. a fin and pg 
terelie to rebaptize any one, &c. 749% Bu: | 
found their opimon upon. 5. ge - RA 40 
a Furh, _ Baprifm,, Eph. 4. 5. fd contre 
Cyprian. held; fach ought to be re- .eft quod 
baptized, dyed i in that opinion; and's? 2 


Eph i 
yet ,,11 fats, 34-2 


(36) 
nm b4p- yet dyed a'Saint- and Martyr. . 3. 
—_ 4 The#Thefis here laid down withour 

- queft.66, Teſtriftion 15 apparently falſe, con- 
Art.g. tradicting the Nineteenth Canon + 
of the Council of Nice,  .S; quis con- | 
tfugit ad» Ecclefiam Catholicam de Pau- *© 
lianift, & Cataphrygiis, ſtatutuam eft 
rebaptizari. . If i one of the Pau- * 
lamiſts and Cataphrygians fly unto 
the Catholick Church, it is De- . 
-———— ogg they ought to be re- 


= 


| ns now it being evident that | 
neither your Argument nor in- 
ſtances make againſt , but for the 


Rule; let us try what they'll do on 
{that account againſt, or for your 
Romiſh Church. Whatſoever is a 
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and clear in all  neceffary points, | 
at leaſt which relate to Faith: -But 


Scriptures being a ſole ſufhcienc 4 


{ ſole ſufficient Rule muſt be plain FF 


the Reman Church is not plain and  # 
clear in all neceſſary points that re- IF: 
late to. Faith 3 Therefore the Roman MK; 


Church is not the ſole ſyffticent Rule... 
The major is your own, nor ſhall 1. 3 
need to trouble any body elſe. for 
inſtarices to prove the miner. 

| | " Firf, 
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Firſ# then it is neceſſary , you 
Tay, to know how many Sacra- *® 
ments Chrift ordained 5 and yer 
| your Church leaves it doubtful , 
whether - anointing with Oyl was 
ordained by Chriſt -a Sacrament or 
not; Infinuated, the ſays, it was, Concil. 
W 4%, 6. but does nor, dare nor, 7: St: 
- fay, it was there or any whereelle, 'F © 
8 inſtituted as ſuch. 
- Secondly, It is neceſlary to ſalvati- 
{ on, you fay, to believe all the 
' Books of the Holy Scriptures to © 
be the Word of God, ' and to be- 
. lieve nothing written to be the word 
of God: which is Apocryphal; And : 
yet as to this, Your Church is ſo 
' © dark and dubious, that though Bel- See BeYar- 
a W /armine contend_ that the Council 77": 
? of Trent did define the additaments;”;_;.>. 
to the Book of Heſter to be :ca- 
nonical 5 Sixtus Senenſis believes , 
Otherwiſe , and brings Arguments 
againſt it. - Nay, if it be neceſlary to 
know which Books be the Word of 
God and which Avocryphal, it is ne- 
ceſlary' ſure to know which Tradi- 
trons be Dominical or Apoſtolical, 
which not 3 | and: yet concern- 
| ing 


| 
j 
| 
| 


(83) 
ing this your Church is fyeat. 


+ Thirdy, It is neceſlary to know | 


thac the: Scriptures are-noct carrup+ 
ted; it is neceflary to know when | 
bs, hen ggunvcy; wen My- | 
Ys WI rqQvely , . when My-:- ! 
ſhcally; it is neceffary to knoxy that 
the very Capies and Tranſlations of 


the Seroprwres which: we have; and 


apon which we grognd our felves 
are certainly true's it 1s. 

that the many manifeſt controver- 
lies abgut the true ſenſe of Scri- 
pture ſhould be decided; it 1s ne- 
ceflary to know what is Fundamen- 
cal, what not: and yet as to: none 
6 theſe z0ur Church 1s: plain and 
Clear. 

Faurthly, Tt is-necelfary: to believe 
thar God the Father is-not begot- 
renz that God: the Son is not made 
bur begatten by-his Father only; char 
God the Holy: Ghoſt is neither made 4; 
nor en, but praceedeth from |} 
the Father and:the San; that Chriſt | 
is of ane ſubſtance with the Father, 
_ _ = m_y are-Qne, m_ 
tat *TNree : : VEL 
theſe points not. plainly dg tov 

to 


C04 
to be found in Scriptures, has 
poſhbly could the Church for the 
firſt three hundred years be faid to. 
be plain and clear concerning them ? 
for during that time there was no 
General Council whereby ſhe might 
explain her ſelf, and if ſhe did. ex- 
plain her ſelf in General Councils 
after, that implyed her former dark- 
neſs and deficiency, with reſpect to 
thoſe very points. > | | 
Fifthly, It is a ſin and herefie, .. 


| you ſay, to re-baptize any one who 
. hath been Baptized by an Heretick 


and yet as hath been ſaid, your, 
Church , that. I mean you take. the 


#® boldnels to call your Church,, is fo 


far from being plain and clearin this, 


{ that ſhe hath defined the contrary : 


Nay, . plainneſs and clearneſs owned 
as it 5,and ought to be,for an eſſential 
property of the Rule of Faith , the p,;4.56. 


” whole of -what you have ſaid in be- 


half of the Church (if granted true) 
will amount to as much as nothing. 
For ſuppoſe Chriſt judge the Na- 
tions not by his Word and Spirit in 


the mouths of his Miniſters, but, as 
you phraſe it, oy his Churches Tri- 
bunal 


Pag. 37.0 


Pag- 61, 


mY > 
Wh! is paſſing of Ads and pre- 


nouncing Anathema's ; ſuppoſe the 
Church to be what you would have 
it, and not only led, tfſhe will, but 
ſo drawn that ſhe follow the = | 
into all truth, & ic de ceteris, bo 
what were all this to fel flow | 
For it would not neceſſarily fo 
thence that fhe 15 plain and clear 
ih a neceſſary points : the Apofttes 


= if any, —_— judge —_— R 
; 


v! 
£ 
4 


rm! rd m their po 6 give, 


, 
4 
| 


fabjeR, and that in fun- . 
roars thr deſperately to be miſun» _ 


derſtood. Nor'do you trouble us with 
telling that the Church is always in 
being, and capable upon demand to 
explain and declare its own ſenfe ; 


For 1. K we cannot certainly under- + 


ftand the Apoſtles, when ex —_— | 


and declaring their ſenſe an 


- ing, how RY we be able certainly 
to underftznd your Church , when 


exPlaining and declaring hers, fith the 


Church hath no other 
her meaning, fave by words moſt in- 


teltgible, which way the Apoſtles ' 


had 


way to explain * 
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had;cand did make; uife- of as is. eF- 
dent from 1:Cor. 4. 24 The:queſti- 
oris,; whether the Church be. aStu- 
ally-plain and clear in all neceſlary 
points; not whether the Church be 
capable -upon demand to-explain and 
declare its own. ſenſe ; being: plain 
and clear, iand capable qpon demanc 
to explain and declare, -be different 
things ;'this belongs-to an Interpreter, 
of no-concern here, it's that thiar. is 
pertinent and the property of a Rule. 
And yer: 3. The: Church diffafive is 
fot: capable either of explaining or 
of being . demanded. to explain its 
own-{ente : Council or Church re- 
prefentative , there has been '\none at 
your own:account for a whole Cen- 
tury iof years, nor. likely to be any 
more, and- it cannot -be imagined 
that by Church you fhould mean 
the . Pope; becauſe, other reaſons ar 
preſent omitted , you referr ro a 
Church always 1n being : However, 
2. Fruſtra eff potentia que - 11 tedu- 
citnr | in | Aftum : What are we near- 
er having, or the ) = nearer be- 
; 64 


mg 


vCl40. '7. 
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3884 Rule of Faith, for: her being 


capable of doing-chat, 'which byno 
means-ſhe'l be gotten to.do ? Often 
; has ſhe been demanded, Inow de- 
.mand., and -defire you.to demand 
her, to explain her {elf touching the 
points forementioned, as alſo:touch- 
ing thoſe after inſtanced in the cloſe 
.of my anſwer to the third Querie 3 
and if ſhe do explain her ſenſe. as 
£0 thoſe points, we ſhall conclude 
that hitherto. ſhe hath not been'a ſole 
ſufficient Rule, foravant-of* that ex- 
planation; if ſhe do not, at the: beſt 
the'] be but remotely. capable of be- 
1ng hereafter, and at preſent be no 
Rule of-Faith; nor yet indeed is ſhe 
capable at this account of being here- 
after, or rather, would you ſpeak 
properly, making ſuch aRule, be- 
cauſe diſenabled by the firſt general 
Council at #pheſus from ever mak- 
ing tanquam de fide any ſuch an ex- 
Planation. 
That there are inthe Scriptures 
ſeveral places which to common 
reaſon ſeem contradictions, and-con- 


ſequently ſome -parts of Scripture 
_ ſeem 


"1 
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= you tell ſtories. of ſeveral places ſeem-" 


L (93) 
ſem untrue, is eaſilytproved*:. Ahd F 
ſhall here give you-ſome few plain! 
inſtances for example, ro whichima-» 
ny more might be added... \ 
Firſt, It's well you diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt private” and common Reafon 3+ 
for thonglt you exempt each mans pri-» 
vate Spirit or Reaſon, from meddtins 
about interpreting of Scriptures, .you't/ 
ſure admit' common Reaſon to be of? 
ſpecial uſe,unleſs you'l fay chat Reaſon) 
ought. to be abuſed. for finding: ours 


of: contradictions in Scriptares; bur 


muſt by no means be employedei-: 
ther: i unfolding or . reconciling? 
che difficult- places that occur titere-3 
nl” :-:; "+7 . FR 24) 
_ ©Fecoudly, Either Reaſon canjudge ofs 
things and propoſitions, when .con+! 
tradi&tory,0r not :if not,wherefore;do-: 
ing to. common-Reaſonto contraditt:t 
on2 another, ſo ſeeming that* theres. ! 
upon / Scripture muſt | be rejected? 
from being a Rule ; and if Reaſon 
can thus-judge, wherefore ſhouldnot - 
your- Church be rejected trom being - 
a.-Rule-as well as Scriptures, {1th her 

, =3 Doctunes }. 


Bw #144 be 
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DoRtrines ſeem; 1o Reaſdo, and often 
to*common. Senſe too-, to be more 
contradictory than any of theſe Texts. 
A Council! is above the Pope: - A. 
Council is not above the Pope :- hor 
this. ſcilicer bread: or nothing,is: the bo-: 
dy, isreally Chriſts body at Lonaon,: 
at- Rome, on Earth, in Heaven, the- 
very fame moment. Every-mainis- a” 
har ;. The Pope as Pope: is; a! man, 
unleſs he be either Aecidens | gr 
aniwal irrationale ) and yet the Pope, 
as Pope is no lyar,. in no poſſibility 
to. be miſtake. Nay-fwrther, thele 
very. places. you ſay. ſeem: contragi- : 
ory, your Church. teaches to be 
certainly true in her Authoritative 
approval of the Canon of Scripture: ſo | 
that if upon this account-you'l reject 
Scripture, upon the {ame account. 

you: may,, muſt reject the Church - 

from:being a:Rule - and: yer rather : 
the: Church than: the Scrjpture,;; for : | 

the-Scripture: barely prefents us with .; 
the places; - your Church pafleth 
ſentence, ſays they are all rue : un- 
lefs. you'l tell us your Churches ſay: - 
ing can make contradichions:Irle At 
ED once, 
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(95) 
once, and warrant you to believe 
it; howbeit Gods faying cannot 
do ſo. Y | 
Thirdly, Had you had many more 
plain inſtances, it 1s not like you 
would have troubled . the Reader 
withtheſe:your task is to prove, that 
che Scripture is not plain and clear in 
all neceſſary you : and is it nottheln 
for. want of ſome more pertinent , 
that you preſent us with doubts and 
difficulties about Chronologies and 
Genealogies, concerning which the 
Apoſtie forbids us to Pha ' YOU 
had better have ſaid with tne grea: 
Maſter of Reaſon, Grotizs, affiatu Des 
lveutos: que loenti ſunt, ſcripfiſſe que 
feribere juſſi ſunt Prophetas , de [criptts 
Hiſtorices & Aoralibrs Hebreorum.ſen- 
tentits aligud puto. - I. 

In 2 - Kings chap.. 8. verſe 26. 


you tread. rhus, Twenty two years old Pag. 45- 


was Ahaziah- when he began to reipn, 
and be reigned one year in [ernſalem ; 
and his Mothers name was Athaliah, 
the Danghter of Omri. Put 2 Chron. 
chap. 22, verſe 2. you will read thus, 


Forty. and. twa years old was Ahaztah 


E. 4 when 
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when he began to reign, ana he reign- 
ed one year in feruſalem; his Mothers 
name was Athaliah the. daughter of 
Omri. Now againſt the infallibility 
of Scripture, Reaſon conceiveth her 
telf to have this infallible demon- 
Rration, viz. Noone who ſpeaketh 
two things, the one contrary to the 
other, can be ſaid to be infallible in 
ſpeaking: but to afhrm of the ſame 
perſon that he began to reign when 
he was two and twenty years old, 
and that he was two and forry 
years old when he began toreign, 
1s toſpeak twothings, the one con- 
trary to the other ; therefore ſaith 
Reaſon, the Scripture is not infallible 
in be 
- #irfl, 1 am £120 to find you in 
hand with infallible demonſtrations : 
for if demonſtrations Theological 
be to be had , and may be owned 
as infallible, I hope there will be 
no. great need amongſt ſober per- 
ſons, of your judicial Deciſions, 
unleſs you can get licence to demon- 
ttrate againſt, and we neither for, 
by, nor from the Scriptures. 
_ Secondly, 
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(97) I» 
Secondly, Your Major is denyed 3 for) 


# heat and cold are two things contta-' 
7 ry-one to another,and yer-Fhope God 


himfelf may- be infalible,- notwith- 


*Z ſtanding he hath- faid, Simmer and - 
7 Winter, heat and cold, Gen. $.-22. YOU 


* would lay if :you could peak, No. 


j; one that delivereth two- propofitions,. . 
} the one contrary tothe other, can be 
# faid to be infallible ; though yer this. 


c 
m7 


'2 willnot doneither, for you your ſelf. 
+ m13ht ſpeak and write too theſe two - 


- propoſitions, .Ahaziah began to reign. 
.* when he - was -forty *and two years old : 
4} Ana Abaziah-began to reign when he. 


* was twenty and two years old, and yet this 


CE 


{4 pray 1 didnothing elſe hin- - 

e. - But thatirmay be - 
+ ſenſe and © pertinent, . your Major 
muſt. be ſupplied from your: Minor : 
No one that afhtms two things of the 
7 fame perſon that are contrary the one 
7 tothe other; can be ſaid to be infalli- 
7 ble in ſpeaking: But to-affirm of Aba: 


[+ 2ah, that he was twenty and .tws neart-- 


: ola when he began -to reigy + and that 
* be was forty and two years old when he 
3 began to reign, 1s.to ſpeak two things - 
[c'_ '$: Coſy 


TY 
D 


Y 


ba hs ii 


(95) 
contrary. the one to: the- other; yes, 
and: more- to0,. or: elſe- nothing} to 
the purpoſe, /c;/3ces, to/athrm , of the 
\2me-perſon two things. contradiqo- 
ry one to the other, Which yet 
this Scripture doth not : for the 
Book - of Chroxicles in this place 
meaneth not; that Abaziab was 1o. old. 
when he begay, to: Reign; but thele- two 
and forty nears , have relation to anQ- 
ther thing; namely to the Kingdom 
of the Houſe of Omr;, and not tothe. 
Age of Ahbaziah; for count from the 
beginning of the-reign:of Omri, and 
yau.find 4hawahtoenter hisReign in 
thetwo and fortieth year from thence, 
_ TheOriginal words therefore - Ben 
anhagumi Cfhethaiuim Shunah are not 
to be tranſlated as they be, Ahaziab 
was. two and forty. years. old ,. but 
Ahaziah was the Son of the two and 
forty. years; as. Seder Olambath acute- 
ly obſerved long ago:nor ſhould you 
tell.us now of: our. different trantla+ 
SOnG,. ny *  _ OT ap: 
pear that the Church. in. all agesh 
and; of neceſlity ought to have. one 
authentick Tranſlatign, Qr... 
| : A Secendly, 


21g8-1N 
hence, 
'e Ber 
re nOL 
haziab 
|, but 
vo and 
acute» 
d:you 
Je ap- 
eshad, 
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Mount $i»ai, the Alexandrian or Cop- 
rick, that for forty two, have twem) 
:wo0z and he that 1s offended at 
the other, may uſe this reading 
Nor is it, faith he,the interpreters, bu! 
the Scripture it ſelf that corrects 1 
felf, corrapted by the Tranfcribers 
The book: of Kings corrects the 
book of Chrenicles: nor need we gc 
further than Scripture for ſalving o! 
the other difficulties 3 for 1- Chron. 3 
16, Will teach you to inſert foechim ©: 
7achim betwixt fofias. and feconiah 
Amt. 1. 11. and fo compleat- you 
number of forty two 3- and Ge». 1c 
22. Will tell you to put out Cana 
from betwixt Sem and Arphaxad, pu 
in upon ſpecial Reaſon,as is-conceive! 


See Light- by the Seventy, and retained as 1 
joot's Har- 1 ely by g. Lake chap. J- 36. th 


[3c0. 


mony in better to win upon the Gentiles. . 


Ir Cop-- | 
twenty 
ded at © 
>ading:. 7 
FS, bur M | | ; = 
tects 1Þ i The Argument from Heaven, for 
_ = the Roman Churches being Tugge 
_ $0- and Guide,  ſolved.. 
ving ot oy THEE 
tbron. 3: 'now - that' I may: COI- pgs, 74%. 
echim Or ||| clude my whole: proof with "9 
Peconiah, | an Argument: from Heaven, and by 
1t- your }# a-Teſtimony- of the-higheſt nature- 
Gen, 10.7 make-it evident to you, that” this 
6 Canna} Roman Catholick Church» muſt- be - 
ad, put 'F this Church, which God- hath ap- 
znceived # pointed to be this Guide and Judge, 
ed as is I {hall inſiſt upon the-gift of Mira- 
36. the} cles; this was tliat-Teſtmoeny which 
ntiles. . 3 -our -blefſed Redeemer did* himſelf 
|» F produce, as his Letters of Credence, 
7} and as both neceflary-and Tufhcienc 
7 toprovehis miſhon, JF 7 had nor (faith 
our Lord; feb. 15. 24. )* done among - 
= them the works that no other man did, 
| Thi | - they had not had fin , namely, 71-10: be- - 
"= heving me - to-be the. Meſſiah. God. 
$643 oo there- 


<— 


—— 
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therefore hath decreed it as a Law 
that whoſoever refuſeth to believe 
and ſubmit unto that authority, untc 
which he fers his hand'and Seal. 
by beſtowing on it the gift of Mira: 
cles, that Perſon: commutteth ſin. 
the reaſon 1s given in the ſame 
Text, viz. becauſe he thereby ſhew:- 
eth that he hateth God, namely: by 
not believing him. Now. I urge, 
Bue the Roman. Catholick- Church 
hath done Works and Miracles a- 
mongſit us, ſuch as no other Chri- 
ſtian Church: upon Earth hathdone ; 
Therefare1t we ve credit. to any- Q- 
ther Church or Churches, and disbe- 
lieve or refuſe to. believe her, we 
ſhall have ſin, and: ſhew our (elves to 
be haters ef God Bs 

Firſt, Now pretend here to con- 
clude yaur. proof with an argument 
from Heayen,. and yet have you 
aced. {0- much 


Law, 
delieve. 


, unto 
Seal, 
f Mira- 

h fin : 
ſame 
7 {hew- 


cles a- 


rx Chui- 


1done : 5 x 
any. Q- | 
| digbe- | 
3 we © 
ves to | 
rroengs FÞerwixt the gift, and the power of 
working Miracles. : Youdo, it's true, 


Fc 


_ el aro i _ you-can-prove this 


#1 
4” 
. 
'S 
4 
«a * 
Al 
F 


_ Mlooſearguing, for you to.conclude;the 
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nat ſaid.a yg _ good what 
_ your firm; 2is.: that. the 


mncd i! thisinfallible Rule, 
Guide. Andilet me tell-you 


aur Church infallible,or you cannor : 


RF you: canngr, wherefore ſhould we 
Fbelicve.:ir-? , If you. can., either by 
ely by. Revgation, or. by Reaton :* Divine 
. urge,. | 
Church. | 

Wduce : and as for Reaſon, you _ 
Ys wendy praved it to be tulible 


evgation, it's apparent ,. you- nei- 


ther do, _ nor attempt to pro- 


at bet, how mnch rad - 
—_ ſeem to. be taken' with: your 
Own, : (bn. our Church can be 
rov ed bur fallibly-to beinfallible But; 
Secondly, There is a difference 


fiſt upon the'gift, but fh ſhould make 
r. out. that your:Church has: power 
Miracles, if you't evince 

Ier, Chriſtdike', to be infallible: 
this was neceſlary.z that had” not 
been ſufficient ro. have: proved his 
miſſion: It: is therefore fomewhar 


ews 


(104')' 
Fws committed ſin., were haters of: 
God, for not: believing Jeſus to be- 
the: Meſfiah, whadid amongſt 'them.. 
the work which-no- 'other man &id,. 
' viz, wrought Miracles by his own. 
power 3_ and therefore Chriſtians 
commit {1n, ſhew themſelves haters of. 
God it not believing. the. Roman | 
Church to be infallible, becauſe ſhe 
has the gift, can do works ( howbeir,” 
none among us). like other men, viz. 
work Miracles in thename and pow-- 
er of: another. And hence, . 

Thirdly, ' We deny Gods havin g 
, decreed _any _ : Law as you = 
. of; for thou Authority 
which God. ſets tis hand. _ Eat, 

b beinwics on it the gift of. Mira- 
cles, may be rendred. thereby -( like - 
that of Sal and . the.Seventy, by 
hor wo of Prophecy ecy )) ; more than. 
dinary venerable; -and whoſoever 
refuſcth t6:believe. and ſubmit. to an 
Authority, knowing it to. _ Mi- 
_—_ by its _ Hy that per- 
ſon 'comnutterh : . and : ſhewerh 
himſelf an roonige of of God: yet 
: AY. an. Authority . divinely. ſi gned 


(106) 
I have aN Faith, &C. 1.Cor. 13.2. And 
when Peter [aw it, he anſwered untath 
People, Ve men of Iſrael, why marve| 
ye at thu? or why lock ye ſo earneſt} 
03 14, as though we by our own Powe 
and Holineſs, had made this man t1 
walk? His name through Faith in hu 
name hath made this man ſtrong, &c. 
yea the: faith which is by him, hath 
given him. this perfett ſoundneſs in the 
preſence of you all, A. 3. 12, 16, 
- And. hence {ure it is, that in your 
Mynor. .you leave out Authority , 
mention neither Seal nor Gift, but 
- barely urge and. aſſume ——.Now 
the Roman, Catholick Church hath 
done,: &:c. nat now, God: hath ſet 
his. hand; and ſeal to-the Authority 
of: the Roman Catholick Church, 
by beſtowing upon _ it the gift of 
Maracles.:: Norisit any marvel that 
you do fo, for if that gift were 
beſtowed. upon that Authority, the 
Pope and: Council that are inve- 
ſted; with:it, ſhould work Miracles, 


which yet they do not, nor do you: | 


infift on any ſuch a thing; and. yet 
if, that gt be not beſtowed up- 


on 


3.2. And 
| ante th 

WAY Ve 
earneſt! 
n Powe 
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1 in hu 
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, that Authority, it. cannot beſtow 
on-inferiour Officers : it wants 
zods Hand-and Seal, and may: ac- 
drding to the tenor of your own 
1gument . be disbelieved , be- dif- 
beyed,. without either committin 

, Or thewing hatred againſt- Go 
owever, 5. { a Church may pro» 
2rly--be ſaid to: work: Miracles , 
rhen yet indeed it is not the Church, 
ut ſome ' particular, believer : that 
'orks them ,- and -that-, not in the 
e of the. Church, but in the 
ame of Chiſtz' Other Chniſtjan 
:hurches have done as. great. Works 
r- Miracles: in; former.” Ages, as the 
mays Church ever did 3. witnels 
e Church of :Carumth , that: came 
hind-;1n: wo gift; & Cor. ts 7; and: 
et: were got they-repuced thereupon 
ither- Judges of controverſies , or 
allibles; ror does:the preſent Ro- 
a»; Church: do any greater Works 
r Miracles than other Chriſtian 
burckes now- on earth. What ' 
lanes the, what can ſhe do here 
mongſt us, more than our Prote- 
ant Chburch:dath ( amongft you, 


{ave 


(F388) 
fave 'make londer lying boafts of 
what ſhe has done elſewhere > And 
therefore ſhall not' we refuſe to- 
believe_ them, or reſolve-'to give 


credit unto-her upon any ' ſuch ac- | 


count, and conclude our ſo- doing: 
to be warrantable, and well enough: 
conſiſtent with the: love we owe un- 
to the Lord ;- wiſhing you yet with-- 
al to: remember, That the Queſtion: 


is not ſolely or chiefly whetherthis or | 
that Church ought to be: believed or- 


disbelieved in their Doctrinal teach- 
ing; but whether the * Roman Charch- 


be- the infallible Rule, Judge and: 


Guide of Faith >: Dodrinal'' cer-- 


0 -vwere Doarinally  in-- | 


J 
< 
| 
( 

| 

| 


your HECIT - | 
fallible, and had.univerſal Juriſdicti- / þ 


on, yet would it not neceſlarily fol- 

low: that the is- the--Rule of Faith. - | 

The bi old, you will lay, 
IF 


were infallible; and the High'Prie 


had judicial- power, and yet to the- ' 
Law and te- the Teftimeny , Iaiah- 


8. 20. It was therefore prudeatly- 


dane. of you. to alter. the. Queſtion ;. | 


Firſt. 


of _ C109) 
And IB Firſt leave | out Rule: ;' and 'un- 
> to- dertake :£0' prove: ino- More. ; by 
your!” Argument from Heaven; 

ut that the' Roman' Church Was 
.& Jadge and Guide 3 and then find- 
ing after a while, | that that! would 
not do-neither,  you- leave out. Judge 
or Authority , an: tell ,us)of ;be- 
leving and disbelieving., --a$ 1f it 
would follow , The Roman Church 
ought to be believed in all that -ſhe 
K fays, and therefore has ſhe plainly 
ch- BY ſaid all that, we ought to believe, 
nd: 4s 4 Rule of Faith compleat and -e- 
- F vident;z. howbeit indeed;, had. ſhe 
w-. & authoricatively and infallibly fo faid, 
{&: F aot ſhe, bur her ſayings in propriety 
a-.. | T: _ were to be owned for the 
j-  & Rule. 


- Now that the Roman Church | hath P. 76. 
1... 8 done theſe works or Miracles, | is a 


| thing: ſo evident both by. the tefti- 
monies of the Holy Fathers, and 
authorities of approved Hiſtorians , 
that thoſe who deny it muſt-ſhew 
themſelves either not to. be Men, or 
Men who purpoſely ſhut their Eyes 

againſt the truth 3 yea , Heathe 


and 


(220) R 
4hd Atheiſts *will be: as juſtifiable | * 
bw their denial of 'the NMiraztesire- | | 
lated in the Old and-New Teſtx | ' 
ment ; -a5 thoſe will be who deny | 
theſe. ' The Matdeburtenſes , who 
 wete all-profefled and knowtr Zx- 
Fhiruans,' d almoſt 18 -every cone of 
gy rr nn yn 
witm "they and to - .have 
been tnfeRed: with whar: they call 
Popery : + Namely, 'S:-iZernard, 'S. | 
HMialaehy, 'S. ' Dominick,  S: Francis , ||| 
ahd the like 3 /as yoh may particu- | 
larly fee in Breveh gif you /iex- 
amine the ſeyeral' places ito which 
his-Index -at the word Miracles will | 
refer 'you. : By which it will ap- 
pear, tThat moſt of thoſe Miracles 
were "done not in Tonfirthation of | 
thoſe Points - and Articles -of Paith 
whiehyou hold with-us 3- but even | 
of thoſe Points and Dorines which | 
wh call- Popiſh [Superſtitions and K 
 Tdolatries:; as the Sacrifice of the 
Holy Maſs, the'tefpeR and venera- 
tion whieh-is' given'ito Saints, 'Re- 
hques, Image, &e, Cerminlythere * 


are 


— 


Or ——_ 


: (111) 
are few amongſt you , but have 
heard and read, how and what 


Chriſtian Faith was firſt brought 


into - England amongſt -our Progent- 
tors the Saxons 5 and by whom 


brought in: It was by S. Auſtin a 


Monk 'of S. Benets Order, and his 
fellow Monks, ſent hither by'S. Gre- 
yory the then Pope of Rome ; and it 
was 'the ſame Faith that Catholicks 
now teach., which was then con- 


. firmed by wonderful Miracles from 
. Heaven, - as is teſtified 


Writers, Venerable Bede andothers; 
"= and by our Proteftarit Chrono- 
logies, Holing/head's Chronicle, the 
laſt Edition, Vol. 1. Book 5. Cap. 
21. Pagg 100, 102. Fox's Adts and 


Monaments , Printed Amo 1576. 


Pag. 117. Strow's Annals, Printed 


1592. Pag 66. 'Goodwin 1n his 'Ca- 


talogne of the Biſhops of Eng/and, 
Pag. 4. Alfo Fox in his aforeſaid 
Book, at the Word Miracles in the 
Index. To thus I fhall-add the Au- 
thorities of 'our own Jate Proteſtant 
Writers , for proof of nndoubred 
Miracles wrought in this Jatrer _ 


by onr-own - 


KEIRA” -- 


(132) | 
In the Book entituled, 4 report of W 
the Kingdom of Congo, a Kegion of | 
Africa, - Printed - A»ne 15 97. Pub- 
liſhed by Mr. Abraham Hartwel ; 
Servant to the Lord Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury, mention is made, £6, 1. 
Cap.- 1. of | the diſcovery of thac ' ; 
Kingdom, I587, by Odeardo Lopez, , '\ 
and. of the converſion thereof . to | 
the Chriſtian Faith, Lb. 2. Cap. 2. 


and of the great and undoubted | 
Miracles ſhewed by God in the pre- 


ſence of a whole Army \ LZ:b. 2. -- 
Cap. 3. Infomuch that the ſaid 
Hartwell, in his. Epiſtle there to the 
Reader, conf » That this con- 
verſion of Congo was accompliſhed 

by Mafſing Prieſts , after the Re- 
" wiſh. manner; and faith he, . this 
action which tendeth to the ory 
of God, ſhall it be concealed and 
not committed to memory , be- 
cauſe it was performed by Popith 


Prieſts and Popiſh means > God 


forbid. In like manner Mr. 7ob» Pory 
of - Gonvile. and, Cajus C ge. 1n 
Cambridge, in his Cnodhic: - Hi- 
ſtory. of Africa , publiſhed Ano 


1 600, 


(113) 


* 1600; :Pag,: 419, 413- commendethy 
Mr.: Hartwel for publiſhing; ithe. a- 
foreſaid Mitacles, and acknowleds- | 
-eth-the ſame. - 4i;1- 7 32h 
Ee, Tai cottimon. people may, 
- maſt þe.-deluded by.; lying Won- 
ders: tbur-fith-you are. ſo--{ober. us 
not t9;infiſt upon [our Erxg/h; Por 
piſh- Prieſts, : extherjthrowing-jn,-;;9r 

 Fthrowing'-qut;of Devils 3 y98 ;; 

_ . wiſely, when giving in your -Cata- 
 logue of Miracles done by- the -Ro- 
- miſb Church, to leave out: [;ampngſt 

us::] - and. yet: ſuppaſe the; Reman 
Church; hath; done theſe Miracles; | 
and done thent {-amongſt us Jie: is 
little ro the > ; for if (he, did 
them--itt her '0wn name and power, 
ſhe is no-more a Chutch:but, a.God, 
the- Mefltas and 1f. .G did themin 
the name. and power;! of Chriſt, -it 
wo evince Chriſt,” in whoſe name 
power - the Miracles ' were 

| eek to be the--Son of God,, 
and conſequently infallible ; but 


WM leave! your, Church ſubje&- toi-mi- 


ſtakes as formerly ſhe. was. + How- 
ever, 2+ It. is one thing to ſays. it:1$ 
| F EVL nt 


(114) ; 


evident both by Teſtimonies. - of 
-Holy Fathers and approved Hiſto- 
-rians; and another thing to-pro- 
.duce thoſe Teſtimonies: and yet if 
yo had, thoſe Teſtimonies could 
no more than Humane, capable 
of miſtake, in-a poſſibility of bei 
erroneous , and conſequently the 
.thing as to us, be no more at your 
. own account,' than probably trae' ; 
our belief, or opinion rather, no 
better founded - than the perfwaft- 
ons <of x Jews, Farks, or 'Pa- 
-Yanss alt upon A e certainty: 
Nor yet, - 3. Can it be faid either 
with truth or modeſty, that the 
Heathens and Atheiſts 'will be as 
juſtifiable in their denials of the Mi- 
Tacles reyealed'in the Old -and New 
Teſtament , as thoſe 'Men will 
be that'deny theſe.' - For though the 
relation of the Miracles in the Old 
and New Teſtament be brouher 
down to us'by humane means, yet 
TJuch as be in no wiſe ( morally } 


queſtionable 3 and belides, all is ul- | 


timately reſolved into Teſtimony 
Divine: Whereas theſe reports of 


yours, 


my 
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yours, firſt and laſt, have no firmer 
2 Baſis than the Teſtimony of Men 
blinded, byafled by intereſt, and that 
could not certainly know a true 
Miracle from a lying Wonder, had 
they ſtood by . at the working there- 


*j.. of: 4. It may betruethatthe Mag- 
=, deburgenſes, with ſome others, writing 
i the Churches general Hiſtory , re- 
;- count as from your own Authors, 


ſeveral Miracles to have been done 


q by perſons infected with Popery : 


But it is as true that they themſelves 
account of them all as no better 
than either illuſions of Dzmons, or 


falſe narrations. And well may we 


grant with Abraham Hartwell, obs 
Pery, and ſome more of ours, True 
Miracles to have been wrought by 
Popiſh perſons ; and not conclude 
with you, Popiſh , but Chriſtian 


Dodtrine to have been confirmed by 7. 


them : For if they did Miracles, itis 
apparent they did them as Chri- 
ſtians, and not as Papiſts, in the 
name of Chriſt, and not in the name 


of the Pope 3 nor need you ſtumble , 
at ſuch a diſtintion, For Belarmis yy; icoies, 
| F 2 unto [.' 4. 8. 14: 


Way. ae 
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unto the Miracle of Novatianw the 
Heretick, an{wereth, the Miracle to 
have been wrought not for the con- 
firmation of the Faith of Novartia- 
»24, but of Catholick Baptiſm. And 
yet ſuppoſe, Miracles wrought to 
confirm the truth -of certain Popiſh 
Dodtines , what is that to- the in- 
fallibility- of the Popiſh Church ? 
chat leamed Cardinal ſaw the 
ſequitur well enough 3; and there- 
fore labours by Miracles to prove 
the verity, not the infallibility of 
that Church, and to prove it by 
them credibly, not certainly. For 
faith he, before the approbation of 
the Church, it is net evident or cer- 
tain with the certainty of Faith con- 
cerning any Miracle that it is a true 
Miracle. However, 5. The moſt 
antient Author you or your Index 
pretend to quote, 1s Beda, who flou- 
Tiſhed Ammo 720, the mpſt antient 
Miracle-Monger , the Monk Aſtin, 
who came into :Erg/ard about the 
Year 600. an evident fign that your 
Popiſh Do&rines, if brought forth, 
yet were not confirmed from Hea- 
= ven 


(117) 
ven for the firſt {tx hnndred years 
after Chriſt : Nor were-thofe you 
inſtance in, ratihed-on Earth by any 
General Council for a long time at- 
ter that. The firſt pretended for 
Image-Worſhip is the ſecond of 
Nice, Anat 705 . condemned by that 
of Frankford, Anno 794. And the fir(t 
for. Tranſybſtantiation was that of 
Lateran, 1215. For the mO!t Notort-. 
ous of the'reſt you muſt come down | 
as low as the Council of Trex, be- + 
gun ſince Zather's death. And for 
a- Miracle neither England , Fraxce , 
Ttaly nor Spain Can furniſh you with 
one 3 but you are forced te-run as- 
far as Congo, a Kingdom in the Rex1- - 
on- of Africa, and there reſolve 

our Faith into a Book, {aid by 
2 oh Brerely, Anno 1664. to have been 
publiſhed Are 1597. by - Abraham 
Hartwe# Servant to the Arch-Biſhop 
of Canterbury ( without any leave 
from his Maſter ) which Book- yer, 
for ought appears, neither mentions. 
Miracles done to confirm the truth 
of any Popiſh Doctrine , nor the. 
Infallibility of the Roman Church: 
T 13 It. 
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Pay. 78. If any of you ſhould chance to 


ſay, That this Teſtimony of Mi- 
racles is nothing to you, becauſe 
you have never | tha a Miracle: I 
anſwer , Either . you grant what 
theſe Authors report, to be true , 
or you deny their Teſtimony, re- 
fufing to believe what you have not 


feen, If you grant the trath of 


theſe things , 'and yet remain out 
of the Communion of the Holy 
Catholick Church, upon which God 
hath conferred this Gift, you have 
im, and hate God, according to the 
argument framed by our Lord him- 
{elf, which I have before cited. 
You refuſe to believe what you have »ot 
ſeen, Firſt, You deſtroy Faith, 
Which 1s an evidence of things not ſeen, 
Secondly, -You take away all hu- 
mane converſation 3 no man- mulſt 


believe another. Thirdly, ' you make - 
it unjuſt for Civil Magiſtrates to 


puniſh Tranſgreſſors or Felons -. 
for where there isno Law, there can 
be no breach of a Law; and if 
there be no Law to him who did 


not actually ſee the very Starute' 
which 


(119) 


"nt 

7 which was paſſed in Parliament, and 
»* hear - the King and both Houſes 
--: agree unto it ( as in this caſe there 
': 1s noMiracle to him who did. not- 


ſee; it. ) how. can you with Juſtice 
condemn and execute a Malefactor, 


' who ſhall urge at the Barr that he 


never ſaw the Statute upon which 


he ſtands Indifted ; nor had any 


knowledge 'or notice thereof other - 


wiſe than by hear-fay, and the re- 


port of Authors and Books ; which, 
fince they are no ſufficient proof of 
Gods ſetting his Hand and Seal to 
a Law by Miracles, he ſees no rea- 
ſon why they ſhould be proofs for 
paſſing that Statute;andconlequently , 
that as to him that Statute 1s not in. 
force. What you would reply to 
one who ſhould: give this for. his 


Plea', , upon fach an Indictment, 


ſuppoſe as ſaid unto your ſelf in 
the cale of Miracles not ſeen by 
you, but reported by good Autho- 
rity. Laſtly, this would excule- all 
Infidels who have been fince the A- 
poſtles times, even thole that lived 
in their times , .in caſe they ſaw 
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' no Miracles. Bur if any of you 


ſhall further, fay after the learned 
Chillingworth, That God in his Juſtice 
may permit ſome true Miracles to 
be wrought to delude Men' who 
have forged meny : I anſwer, That 
by this you help the'Jews who re- 
fuſed to- believe the DoCtrines of 
Chriſt. and -his Apoſtles, notwith- 
ſtanding their Miracles.  For- why 
may not they ſay 3 ' God in his t- 
ſtice for our fins might permir thoſe 
crue Miracles -to be wrought by- Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles ro''de- 


tde.us who.have wr oy many ? 1 


hope 'this' Anſwer will fatisfie any 
1ational perſon ; but if it do not,” I 
have another anſwer to give out of 
Mr. Chillingwopth's own words, Pag. 


' 144. (Tt i81mpoſſtble that God ſhould 
Ye 'or that the Eternal truth ſhould 


t his Hand and Seal to the con- 


firmation- of a falſhood; or of ſuch 
'a Doctrine as 1s partly true and 


partly. falſe : the Apoſtles Doctrine 


was thus, (viz. by Miracles) con- 
firmed; therefore it was -intirely 
true, and in no particular falſe or 


uncertain. 
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uncertain. . If you reply, this con-- 


armed 7 tradicts Mr. Chilingworth's former 
7; poſition : I muſt anſiver, That if 
2 Mr. Chillingworth be found to con- 


uſtice 
'S tO 


p / / 
\ Mr 
"m 
\P 
* 4 
13 


cradict himſelf, relying. upon his. 
own.reaſon, it is not my fault, nor 


; doth it make anything againſt- our 


* Church. 


1, If you will have us' guilty of 
Sin, and Haters of God; for refu- 
{ing to believe :on that account; it 


- 15 neceſlary, according to the tenor 


of your own. law , - that the. Mi- 
racles. be done. amongſt:,. and ſeen 
of, us. - If Thad not dene amongſt them, 
the works which no other Man aid, 
they had not had fin , but now: have 
they both ſeen” and hated both me- and' 
my Father. And-yet I think it is 
by chance indeed, 1f any ſay, . That: 
this Teſhmony is nothing to them, 
meerly becauſe: they. have. not-ſeen- 
a Miracle; it 1s the. Teſtimony it- 
{elf that they except againſt. . And' 
yet, 2. There 15-4 - difference be- 
twixt remaining: out of Communi- 
en, and remaining out of. ſubjecti-" 
on,..to : that you. call the.Holy Ca- 
tholick - 
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| _ (122) 
tholick Church: Suppole we grant- 
ed the truth of theſe things, i 
might perhaps be a ſin to remain 
out of her Communion, and yeta {| 
duty to remain out of her ſubjeRti- . ! 
on. Miracles, as hath been ſaid, ' 
may evince the truth of ſuch and. 
ſuch. a Church; and yet make no- 
thing at all in order to the proving 
of her either Supreme or Intallible : 
though yet, mnuſtake me not, by 
Communion, I do not mean a com- 
munion total or local | in all her 
Dodrines and polluted modes of 
Worſhip 3 but partial Spiritual in 
thoſe Dodtrines and Performances, 
—_ to be confirmed: by thoſe 
racles. However, 3: It 1s well 
you make it no worſe with 
that refuſe: to believe theſe things 
they have not ſeen, than to deſtroy 
Faith, and take away all humane 
converſe, &c. I was afraid you 
would havecharged them as-Chriſt 
did the Jews , with fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ; though yet, as it is; 
yn charge 1s '{o Iigh, it can never 
made good. For may nor Pons 
t 
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think you, evidence things not ſeen , 
upon the account .of Divine Reve- . 
lation, unleſs we .believe what we 
never ſaw, upon the report:of A4bra- 
ham Hartwell:and-fobn Brerely?-\ May 
not one Man-believe another about - 
worldly things with a humane Faith, 
unleſs one Man believe another a- 
bout Heavenly Doctrines with a 
Faith Divine? Or can: Thieves and 
Traytors-ever imagine,.- that a Law 
publickly promulged: by the King , 
and” prattically atteſted by the whole - 
Nation , / may . as: warrantably be 
pleaded againſt by- them , as. the. 
private Teſtimony of a few ignote - 
Travellers. may be-excepted- againſt | 


by 'us; . eſpecially .when -chey-diſ- 


' . courſe [largely about ;- Miracles. 3 


which, ' if -your. own Doctors fay 
rrue, - neither they, nor any: Man . 
elſe . can with certainty diſtinguiſh . 
from lying. ' Wonders? .- We have 
_—_— - the Reigns. and Ads..of 
the ſeveral Kings and Queens of Z»g-. 

1aad,' no otherwiſe than by hear-ſay, 

y Authors and Books ; and 
and 
Acts . 


and 
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Ads of Beviſe of Southampton, Robin 
Heoed, *'and Little ?obn, by heat -lay > 
Authors,. and Books ; and will any 
conclude the one is to be credited 
as well. as the other,,. becauſe they. 
have 'ſeen neither, and; both come. 
tous reported by. that; - you, may. 
have the forehead to. call, a good: 
Authority. > Your grand Argument. 
as. is before obſerved , comes to: 
nothing,, becauſe we have not - ſeen 
your. Miracles 5 howbeit, we give 
. ground for no ſuch. inferences: as: 

theſe, but are. ready to- proportion: 
our belief according 'to the warth. 
and weight of the- Teſtimony,. Be 
it Divine or humane. ., Nor 

will the.Infidels beexcuſed, forth C 
they, have not. ſeen- the Miracles; | 
for in the Apoſtles-time, Their ſound 
went into. all the Earth, aud their words 
mote. the utmoſt parts. of the World, 
Rom. 10. 18. And now in theſe 


days, befides the: verfal Des 


of: the Church, we:haye realony 
Recon. undeniable ».-9evince\ 59 


truth. of ' Chriſtianity.,..and -of Me 
racles having. been. done to an 
m: 
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firm, it : Howbeit thote who have,, 
not heard at all, . or heard noberter- 
Eproofs for the truch of Chriſtian, 
# Religion, than you bring for-your 


Popiſh Miracles, if excufable- for 
not believing before; doubtleſs may 


Zyet remain in the ſame venzal, con- 


= dition as they were. | 


. {me leave to mind 
in the beginning of this Epiſtle, 
= you would have | yed ,, 
© transformed into Fancy , Humour, 
Z at:d. Opinion, 1f. built on any, foun- 
Z dation. ſave Divine Revelation, : or 
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And now for a cloſe, 4. Give 
Ou, 1. That 


have Faich deſtroyed, 


* what we did certainly know. to be 
 infallibly true. And now hereyou: 
= will. have: a - total deſtruction ; of 


yaleſs it may be built upon 


7 the private Apocryphal reports. of 


; | Abraham Hartwell , 


ohn P or wrfobs 


} ZBrereh, and.ſuch like Men,, not. 


W 


only fallifle , ſubject to errour,, 
nd in apoſhibility. ro.be miſtaken 
in, this. very thing 3. but. Men; chat 
cannot. be concluded with any.pro+ 
bability ,of .reaſon.. to. be in .a capa; 
city to-know the certain truth, of 

' what. 
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what they fay , they do affirm: 
2.'You can now preſent us with 
an argument from Mr. Chilingworth, 
ſiifficient'at once both to convince 
an Heathen of the truth of Chriſti-' 
anify,” and to prove the Divinity of 
the Seriptures. It is impoffible 
that God ſhould lye, and: that the 
Ecernal Truth ſhould ſer. his Hand 
and Seal to the confirmation of a fal(- 
hood;- or of fuch Do@rine-as is part- 
ly 'true and partly Falſe: The Apo- 
{tles Jodtrine was. thus , (vis; by 
Miracles) confirmed:Therefore it was 
incirely true , and in ng particular 
falſe or uncertain: And yet in your 
Diſcourſe withthe Lay Gentleman, 
you had not 'a word to ſay for'the 


| truth! of Chriſtianiry upon Prote- 


ftant Grounds 3 -nor any 'thing for . 
Scriptures being the 'Word of God, 
ſave that the Spirit wityefled with 
your Spirit, they were {0. . 3. The 
Galpel-; -Scripture. DoEtrines, we 
preach,” -are" like | your univerſal ef 
fential -predications, Eternal ; ' once 
confirmed 'by | Miracles in them- 


 felves, 'or their Principal, they need - | 


_ IO; 


{ you, as Mr. Chillingw 
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nomore. This propoſition, The R+- 


ma Church is infallible, has aper- 
ſonal ..mutable individeum for its 
ſubje& , changes every Age , may 
change every year 3 and therefore 
ſtill Rands in need of new-miracu- 
lous confirmations : inſomuch”'thar 
would we give you leave to ſup- 
poſe Miracles wrought in Bee's 
time, not ſimply to confirm the 
Doctrine taught, bur the then Ro- 
may Churches infallibility in teach- 
ing3 yet would that make nothing 
at all to prove, either that the now 
Koman Church 1s infallible, or her 
new deviſed Dodtrines certainly 
true. - 4 The former poſition you 
father on Mr. Chillingworth, will 


+ be taken for your own, till ſuch 


time as you . quote the Chapter , 
Section or Page, where you had 
itz and if then, as much may not 
be done for Mr. Chillingworth againſt 
orth 1n the like 
caſe hath done for Biſhop Uſher 
againſt Kyott , we ſhall confeſs him 
2 Man ; what would you more ? 


KF and fallible; and yet withal tell you, 
: | - that 
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that his Arguments - remain unan- 
ſwered, nay unanſwerable by your 
Churchz nor will ſo wiſe a man's- 
contradicting of himſelf make any 

ning. at all againſt, but for the 
eſtabliſhing 'the Doctrine -of ours, 
Ler God be true and every Man a Ly 
ar, Rom. 3. 4. Bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Chriſt, 
2' Cor. 10.5. 5. Clodius accuſat Meu- 
cham: You tax Mr. Chillingworth with 
contradicting of himſelf, and yet 
you are taken in that very at; you 
blame that learned Writer for rely- 
ing too much upon his own reaſon, 
and yet you would have us build our 
Faith upon yours 3 we muſt have 
reaſons forſgoth, without revelation, 
for converſion and ſubmiſſion to the 
faid Church. * 


i 


be 
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The Six Queries anſwered.” 


d 5 yet all after this, I fear ſome Pag. $4- 


4. of you will blame me for hav- 
ng :joyned. with. this . Catholick 
Church, to which by Gods metcy 


'I am united, and judge me as hav- 


ng taken the wrong way. Tothoſe 
ayho ſhall remain: ſo perſWwaded, I 
make this humble requeſt, : and con- 
jure them by all the Obligatiens of 
Brotherly Love , and:as they -have 


any charity for -my Soul, that 


they. will pleaſe to tell me, £Firf, 
Ec. ; Paotts | | 

Firſt., Fear of blame argues a 
ſenſe of Guilt:z you confeſs your 
having joyned with [this ] Catho- 
lick Church; and that implies your 
having ſeparated from [the ] - Ca- 


' cholick Church, the ys thing your 
an 


old Brethren do, that upon 
juſt grounds, blame you for. And 
therefore, 


(130) 
therefore, 2. Do not take Gods |! 
name in vain 3 never fay that it was | 
by Gods mercy , but becauſe of 
your own fin- and folly, that you 
are now divided from the commu- 
nion of Chriſtians, that are all one 
in Chrift Feſws, according to Gal. 3. 
28. and ate become united toa Sect 
of Papiſts, that center in nought 
elſe ſave: three Words, which you 

cannot conſtrue, Roman, Catholick 
Church, without either Chriſtian or. 
Holy. 

Thirdly, How can you but judge 
your. felt to: have taken- a- wrong. 
way, When as you know you have 
left Gods way , an-.explicit Faith 
in the Lord Jefas Chriſt; - and have 
taken up a way of your own, viz. 
an implicite belieying as the Church .|j 
belevech > When the poor Jaylor ||\ 
enquired, As 16. 31. What ſhall I \ 
do to be ſaved? Pray now,did the Apo- \ 
ſtle dire& him ro go that way you 
have taken, or that way you have 
left > Howbeit; indeed you can-* 
not rightly be ſaid to walk in that 
wrong way you have taken, or to 

| believe 
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[believe as the Church belieyes, be- 
| cauſe the Church hath one manner 
ſe of | and Rule of believing, and you ano- 
C YOU | ther; unleſs you'l ſay,what yet I think 
mmu- | you will not,t1at theChurch, like you, - 
4 one || believes ſhe neither knows what, nor 
al. 3. | in whom, and is a Rule of believ- 
Sect | ing unto her ſel 4. Humble re- 
Wght: f queſts and Brotherly love-we ſhall 
you' | ler alone till another time, but out 
bolick, | of Charity to your Soul, and ten- 
n or. | derneſs of many others, a ſolution 
is endeavoured to all your Quz-. 
ries. * 
— Firf, Whether they themſelves 
| are certain, paſt all poſhbility of be- 
| ing miſtaken , that the Chniſtian 
Religion is the only ſafe way to 
| Salvation : 7. e. Whether they are 
—_ ſure of this point, and how 
4, come they to be ſo infallibly at- 
{Sſured? - : 
& 1. It is not ſo proper to ſay,Chri- 
Eftian Religion, as that Chriſt is the 
bnly way to Salvation 3 7 am the way, 
'' {Wohs. 14. 6.nor need there ſhould be 
any addition of [ ſafe] as if there were 
F other ways to Salvation though _ 
what 
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what dangerous : For there is no other 
name under Heaven given amongſt men, 
' whereby - we . muſt be (aved ;, neither is 
Salvation. in any other, AR. 4. 12. 
Zellarmins (aying, tutiſſimum 4 
well for a Papiſt, yet would ill be- 
come the - mouth of a Proteſtant. 
2. Though we ſhall not fay that we 
are certain of this point ex parte 
»oſtri,, beyond all poſſibility of mi- 
ſtaking ; forithat were to make our 


WAS - ( 


ſelves. Gods pure Acts, not men . | 


compounded ex attu & potentia, of 
what we are, and what we may | 
be: ' Yet 'we ſay we are aſcertain- 
ed hereof ex parte Dei, beyond all - / 
poſhbility of being miſtaken becauſe - 

God-that cannot lie, hath declared 
it, and taken away: the actual hurt 
of that. miſt, that yet naturally we 
are ſtill prone unto. And hence, 


3. Though we do not ſay that we can _ || 


infalhibly aſſure our ſelves, nor dare 
ſay that we are infallibly ſure of 
this or. any other point Yet we 
affirm that we are moſt ſure . of this 
point, Hiſtorically, Morally,as men ſo 
{ure, as the beſt Authentick Hiſtories, 
Umnver- 


Univerſal Traditions, and the - moſt 
rational Arguments can make usſure, 
with a.certainty, ci non ſubeſt dubinm, 
exClutive of all doubt : Though yet, 
this notwithſtanding , as ſome do, 
and we may ſurmile, poteſt ſubeſſe 
falſum, there is a poſhbility of 1ts 
being otherwiſe , a poſhbility ofour 
being miſtaken. © - 4 


2. We are aſſured hereof infal- 
libly, ſpiricually, as Chriſtians, find- 
ing in our ſelves a faith of adhe- 
rency freely given beyond, and 'be- . 
ſides that of evidence by natural 
means to be obtained 3 nor will it 
be either reaſonable or charitable 
| for you to call this our faith fan- 

cy : for fith we make it out, that 
what we believe is true , objet:ve, 
# beyond all contradiction of  Rea- 
# ſon; wherefore ſhould you quelſti- 

; on the goodneſs of 'the God of 

| truth in - confirming us ſubjeftive , 
eſpecially when we, 'who know our 
own Hearts,” if not-well - enough”, 
yet better” than : you, ' affirm, that 
Ffrom-time +to time - we experience 
it, 
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It, are ready to ſeal it with our 
lives , and that Ancient godly 
Book, called the Bible, hath many 
{ſpeeches and promiſes of ſuch aten- 

cy? IL 


Secondly, Whether they have the ſame 
aſlurance, and from the ſame grounds, 
or from what grounds, that this fort 
of Chriſtianity, wherein I now wor- 


ſhip God, is erroneous and damna- 
ble ? 


1, We do not ſay, that fort of || 


Chriſtianity wherein you worſhip 

, 1s erroneous and damnable ; 
but that that ſort of Popery wherein 
you worſhip Images, invocate Saints, 
adore a piece of bread, &c. is fo. 


2. That this ſort of Popery is erro- | 
neous and damnable , we are cer» 


cain from divine Scripture ground , 


Thos ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any gra-. | 


ven Jmage , OC. thow ſhalt not bow 


down thy ſelf unto them, Exod. 20. 4, [ 


5. #hen ze pray, ſay, Our Father which 
art in Heaven, 4 11.2. Thox ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and. him on- 
h 
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ly ſhalt thow ſerve, Matt. 4. 10, 1s 
w4in do ye worſhip me, teaching for do- 
EFrins the commanamnts 0 — Le. 
9. 3. True it is we nave the ſame 
grounds of affurance for all points of 
Chriſtian Religion,affirmatively,nega- 
ively,reſpe had totheir Venty; oo 

r 
p 


yethave we not the ſame grounds 
all, reſpe& had-unto their Fee 
and therefore may we' have affurance 
for all upon the fame JE 
| not theſame aſſurance. 4. TheSpr 
| rit is ſent in a ſpecial manner to 
© convince the world of ſin, for not 
|; believing, and to perſwade all the 
| Ele& to believe in. Jeſus, Criſt. 
| But which, or how many other 
H pow the Holy Ghoſt will certain- 
. ly givein evidence for, or againſt, 
-. is I ſhall not determine. 

Thirdly, Suppoſe I were willing 
| upon their perſwaſions, to re- 
{ linquiſh this way z wherein I now 
| am: what fort of Chriſtianity (viz. 
| -whether the way of the LZztheran or 

Catvixift, of the Greek Church, or 
of the Armenian, or Ethiopian, or 
whether 
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whether the way of the Engliſh I» 
. dependeitts, of \Anabaptifs, or: Quakers, - 
or of the F;fth-monarchy-menz or the || 
way of the new Arrians,-0r Socinians, 
or any other, *and what ): ſhall-I fol- 
low,: and-why, as the only ſecure 
yay to Jalvation ? or is it- enough 
to ſecure 'my falvation, * if -I 'be a 
Chriſtian © oppoſing. : the Roman. 
Church and: believe, * 'or disblieve 
what I pleaſe, ſoit be in contradi- 
ion' to the Roman Church? 


1..T' can eaſily ſuppoſe you con- 


vinced'of the' naughtine(s of the way 
char yon = at/preſent can- 
not fuppoſe-you willing to relinquiſh 
it for any of thoſe ways you menti- 
on; indeed there is another way you 
ſeem to be thinking: of, becauſe you 
fay. nothing of it 3 and had not your 
petfidiouſnefs © been © ſuch ;-* that 
the Chieftains thereof will not allow 
you 'preferment, I little queſtion but 
they have Motives that might - work 
upon "you: 2:The way (as you call 
it) of- the ' Lutherans, the , way: of 
the 'Calvinifts ;' Armnians:,. Engliſh 


Inde- 


I ndependents, 
Chriſtianity, 


that are alin 
- ro ſalvation p 


0 the bove all otix 
© \ elf moſt 


Y "ar on Y 
4 | 7 


God. flower, 4. ſnppoſe I were 
willing upon. your perſwaſions 'to 
pay this way - herein: L now 
-what ſort of Popery [C770 
hither che way of the Dominicans, 
_Jefvits, or: Franciſcans, or the way 
of - the French. or Italian, or the way 
. of :your 'T heomiſts.or Scoriſts, nominal 
or reals, or whether the wayof 7; 8. 
who makes Tradition; or: => wa: 
of *R. E. who makes 'the: 
the Rule of Paith,''of any other and 
-what) ſhall I follow pos why, a5 the 
- onlyſecure way to: ſalvation? or is if 
-enough © {ecure-my Salvation, [if] 
be a Papiſt oppoſing the Proteſtant 
* Churches; an eve.or «disbelieve 
what :the Prieſt my'Confeſlor:pleaſ- 
es, 10:it be m contradiftion to . the 
Proteſtant Churches; : CIS 


 If't be fGaid,: that yer  rall-chis | 


you do nor differ in” points of Faith: |/ ' 
We anſwer, Firſt, you differ in what |W8 
-1S + more -confiderable , - the foun-+ - : 

dation and Rule : f. FS. and his 
bi holding Traditianz | ' R; A and 
his party holding : Tho! Church tobe 


the 


OF CMCC NCY Folkd (3 Py + Y pros UW 


] ( _) | 
| che: Rule of -Paick © And then -in 2 
© ſabdivihon, [the t atny holding / the 


Fl nc pep ger char 
ve mats and ww again thax 


O—_— — ofan credibly ; 


F 4 ' yonvecoprove-your Cluc bby Mi 
7 races tobechs univerſal Judge, rand 


' the:infflibleGuideof Faith; Tn that 
certinudine fidet., —_— 
what 


"Tien 
| i trary to; an&farenouptibey 


\ 


7 Bellarmint eel amempredt- 722 he | 
v/- differences: betwine ther:74/ars. and 
1 the Dominicans; Whether God pre- 


3  deternlinaee every a&tivn,. Wherher 
Ele&ion- and : Reprobarion depend 
pon forefight,- be: dboat points of 
Faiths, andirqore: material thar any” 
point. in; Controverſie betwixe: Prer 
—_— cars anon; Pipe ' and: rs 
tifts you ſay you agree inal 
pn your Church has defin'd: to 

of Faith, it's not fimply:and'ana- 
nimouſly, as you:pretend/to' 2greein 


a peings of Baich z.cbat vin alt yore 
| "0s * CAE 
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Church'has defin'd or can agree that 
you ſhould agree in, whaſe definiti- 
ons and- politick\ Arbitrations, - t0- 
gener watly. your, irrational forced 
ubmiſhons, . be nothing to us, nor - 
to the Queſtion. However: you uſe 
to tel}-us herewithal; that an  agree- 
ment -in_the letter or words is worth 
nothing;- unleſs-there:;þe; an ;agree- 
ment-in-ſenſe;  And\;now-' you 'con- 
cone. 744, JLOVert the ſenſe of almoſt all your 
SF. 25. Chutches definitions. 'Due Honour 
| and veneration, {aith your Church, 
muſt be given to Images and t 

ane ſort of you: conclude the Image 
Beilar. 4 jo it; ſelf, muſt not- in! any, manner 
mes-ſat7- be worſhipped, but only theexem- 
plar be worſhipped before-the Image : 
Another ſort, that the ſame honour 
1s due to the Image ,. 'as is due to 
the exempl ar : And a third ſort, that 
the-Images in themſelves, | and-pto- 
perly, ought te be. honoured, - but. 
with a lefler Honour than the &x- 
emplar it felf: and if you urge yet,that 
you all agree the definitions t o be true 
19the {enſe intended -by the Church 

her ſelf, we reply that you your 
F30 * tfeives- 


"neo do not tell 3 yo on aof 


ben 
ſort of Orhesn, bu 
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ns in teaching thereof 3 'your Preefis 
want ſuch 'company, and therefore 
not | being : able thew Miniſtry pow: - 
erinily to: —_ n —_ _ 

ndings, 'the v W 5 
ſet themſelves to. Preach, 
labour to fer up an infalkble: rifihle 
Authority, unto which they moſt im- 
pucently- aver;' .thar all perfons 
muſt: and ought to "oor a ; blind 
Omg *S ; 


- Fiftbh;, Whether they :are ala 
yoly fwe,. that all| who: doi nor 
follow and ;innbeace.. thab 5:0f 
Chriſtianity which they would have 
me: _ _ areas that 'be 
prperery ha 


I's "Hani: Te: Wl in- 
viighs your: ſeveral forts of - 
anity,. an expreffiors :1]] i heommThag 
one ;/; that-: hath -Chriftian Saxrarhng es 
name;:::and Catholick>for tis:Sirs 
eo -and: therefore chlelzimed- by | 
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2, Wetellyou that all thoſe that- 
umbrace Jeſus Chriſt-by Faith , and” 
foliow him in love , 40 far as ſhall 
be made known unto them whom 
we Sonny you to imbrace 
and follow, ſhall be certainly faved, 
and thoſe that do-not, ſhall be cer- 
tainly damned... SE. 


3. Such SeQaries as you, that: 
make ſeveral forts of Chriftianiry,.. 
and maintain it to- be- neceſſary to - 
Salvation; iti! all things to-" obey 
and. follow this or - that- fort” 
of - Chriſtianity ; do certainly de- 
ſerve for that very thing.” to be 
eternally damned : . But” what God 
will: do eicher with you or - them , 
leſt: herein we ſhould be like you, 
I thall nor determine-.- 


Sixthly,  Suppoſing that they are 
not infallible in . theſe particulars 
whether will it not rationally, . ar 
neceſſarily. follow , that poffibly I” 
= at -preſent be-1n the right way, . 

they in an errour 3 and.if ſo, - 
| 4 what : 
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| what reaſon 'can they give, why 
I ſhould forſake my [rien Guide, 
whom I believe to be infallible, | 
to follow them wha confeſs: they |} 
may be, and therefore, for ought. 
n they know, are at preſent miſta- } 
- = o_ in what they believe and pta-. *' 
| Ue ? #1 


7 Firſt, Tf we neither did, nor 3 
| could bring -any ' other proof for 
eſe Particulars, {ave our own 
Teſtimony + ( fallibility on our part 
{uppoſed;) it -would: rationally and . 
neceſſarily ; folow - quoad nos that 
poſſibly-at-leaſt.'you -might be in 
the right way ;/,and we in an er- 
rour : - Though yet, quad rem | ip- 
ſam, the ſequel, this notwithſtand- 
_ ing, be! impoſſible , becauſe theſe 
particulars might be in themſelves 
infallibly true, and we neither 
know, nor be able to evince 4t: 7, 


| Secondly, You may ſtrongly ima- . 
gine, but if your own principles 
abide firm, you cannot, do not be- 


| lieve, that the Roman Church your 
preſent 


7» NO | 
preſent Guide is | infallible : For ' 
Faith , according to you, ' is 'an in- 
fallible afferit of the' underſtand- 
ing,. ſubmitting ' it: ſelf obediently 
to. the revelations of ' God : - And 
therefore © {ith you® have no reve-" 
htion of God for, but one- expreſs 
againſt, the infallibility of the 
Roman- Church, Rom.: 11. 22. Your 
own - definition will tell you, it is 
impoſſible that your \underſtand-/ 
ng ſhould exert an on of Faith: 
abgut it 3 nor 'yet,, ſuppoſe you 
had- divine” Revelation for it, or 
that - God | himſelf ſhould ſay to 
ou, the Roman Church is infal- 
ble,” were you ere the © hearer. 
For it's. pofſible you ' may - com-- 
mit an--' errour', nay err in [your 
underſtanding. of thoſe: words ; and 
conſequently your underſtanding ne- 
ver give an infallible afſent to that 
which God intended by them. 


Thirdly, We can tell: you as for- 
merly, that 4 poſſe ad efſe non UVd- 
let Argumentam : 1t follows not, we 

1 - ov | may 
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_ 


may begherefore wearez.0r we-can».; || 


fels: we may. be, therefore for ought 
we know at preſent, we: are ml- 
ſtaken , &«c. for- though we fit}. 


contels : WE |} Nay | be: miſtaken: in: | 


hat . we: beliewe- and; practiſe, -re- 


WHAT | | | 
ſpe&t had- to: aur deſert, and; nat- 
ral progeneſs, yet do. we know: 


that God. of his. mercy , through: 
the Miniſtery of his word, hath at 
preſent fully ſatisfied: us , that-as. 


to: the maine are-nots and-if in 


ſome things, we. differ: and. wander. 

yet dqube: we: not, but: God far' 
Chriſts ſake, will pardon our errours, 
as well as our other fins , 

Gay us to keep the unity ofthe 
pirt. in. the bond of peace , 'Newer- 
theleſs whereto ma have already at- 


| hained, let us mak by the fame Rule, 


let. us miad the ſame things, Phil: 3. 
x6. However, Fe 2 
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Fourthly, We do not de{treyou to 
forſake your preſent Guide and fol- 
law vs 3 but to: forſake' your” pre- 
{ent Guide, us, and your own ſet 
£/h humour , and follaw-the Lord 


Jeſus. 


_—_ 
8 w_—__ 
> W - aaFY , 


| 


o 


-FJeſus Chiiſt. . YU | 
Hould have 3 ro believe -the- 
-Romiſh Church to , Þ©- infallible - 
Jl: 4 independently 9 the Scriptures» ” 
17% {becauſe God bY Miracles, a5 Yo. 
e- ine, has confirmed it (© to be 3: 
would have _ You 
Helieve Scrip- | 


f « 
you'l believe 4 
Helieve ONE 


"CE IE. "PRICE __ 
mn ttt 


2. Though your Church equally 
impoſe all her Tenets, reſpe& had 
to her own uſurped power 3 yet 
does ſhe not equally propoſe all, 
reſpe& had to the evidencing of 
their truth. For ſome ſhe propoies 
as. Divine, but does not prove 
them ſo to be, as her Doctrines 
about the real Preſence, and Pur- 

Pag. 81. gatory : others ſhe not only pro-- 
poſes as ſuch, but evidently e- 
vinces them to be Divinely re- 
vealed ; as the Doctrine of the 'Tri- 
nity and the Incarnation : to theſe 
we aflent; thoſe we except. againſt 
aS«not ſufficiently repreſented to us : 
And: yet fay, 


3. That two. propoſitions may 
be equally propoſed to, and not 
equally work upon the underſtand- 
INg : preaching. the . Goſpel to the 
Gentiles, and preaching the Goſ- 
pel ro the Fews , were both pro- 
poſed with equal evidence -and. 
Authority, Go ye into. all the world, and 
preach the Goſpel "unto every Crea- 
tare, 


: - Ay ; 


103A 


F Hg). 
ture, Mark 16. 15. and yet did.Pe-' 
ter with a thouſand others believe 
that, and disbelive this without 
any crime of Hereſie, if 'of pre-" 
judice or inadvertency imputed to 


If there be any who hath ' any 
value for the Authority of the 
great S. Axſftin, I ſhall beſeech 
them to read this following Text 
of that Saint , 'and to confider 
whether I -have not in my pro- 
ceedings obſerved his Rule” and 
Method ; and let them but change 
the word - Marichexs into 7ohn Cal= 
vin , and how nearly it will concert 


them. | . o . 4 


_ S. ' Auguſtin againſt the Epiſtle 
of Manicheus, which they call funda- 
mental, cap. 5. edit, Pariſ. Tom. 61.46. 
If thoy ſhalt find any one who doth: 
not as. yet believe the Goſpel , 
what-wilt thou:do when he ſhall fay 
unto thee, I :do not; believe ? ' But 
neither had I believed the Go- 


3 


1 
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ſpel,'.;unlefs I had beer thereun- 
to-moved-by. the Authori wt the 
lick Chureh : Thoſe 
towhom'I ſubmitted , when "te 

required me to believe the G 
why ſhould I not alſo yield roles ' 
ence unto them, when they direct 
me-not to believe Marchow? Take 
your choice 3 if you tell me I 
muſt | believe the Catholicks, they 
veE.me advice not to give cre- 
4 to you; and: therefore if: I be- 
lieve them I cannot but refuſe to- 
believe you. If you tellme I maſt 
not hikeve the Catholicks ; ; _ 

oceed ill; when you = box 

he the Goſpel to perfwade me mol 
balleve- AManichens, becauſe it- was 
from the - Preachings of the Ca- 
tholicks, that I believe the Goſpel . 
*. fel. If you tel me I qgid 
well ae Kb mp oe Dry pet 
p e Goſpel, but do- 
il-wheo. I believe the fame per= 
{ons decrying Hfarirhes , do you - 
take' me to. 70 -be fs ſtupid as with- 
out. any reaſon given 'unto me 1 
ſhould believe or disbelieve: what : 


> YOU: 
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you. pleaſe 7. &s. Burt if you have: 
any - Realorr to: offer unto. me; 
lay - afide: the. Goſpel 3 if you-hotd: 
your. felf to the Goſpel, I ſhall 
adhere to thoſe upon whoſe | come. 
mands I believe the Goſpel, and 
believe yau. - But if by accident 
you: ſhowld' find any thing in the 
Goſpel| moſt evidently. touching 
yout vieaken the! Aahoricy of 
requure: me nor; to beheve 5. DUC 
that being. weakened I ſhall nor be- 
heve the Goſpel, becauſe I believe 
Nr -lther Gaia the” Goal 
Wherefore. if nothing” be found in 
- the Goſpeb for: the manifeſtation 

of Menichews  his:: Apolitleſhip ;- I 


ſhall-rather give a_— to dp 4 
ICKS- you. But if any: thitig 
rk be there- found; manifeſt 8 ; 


the behalf of Jitwwohade , 1" 
neither believe them nor you ; Not 
them, becauſe they told me- a 'lie 
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' of you; nor ſhall I believe you ; 
becauſe: you urge | that Scripture. to 


me, . which I believe upon their Au- 
thority, who told me a- lie in rela- 
tion to you, &e, _ . 


7 


1. S. Augnſtine may be conſt- 


dered either as a Witneſs acquaint- 
ing us, what the Church then 
held, or as a DoQour rationally de- 
ducing and proving of conclutions : 
had you quoted him under the for- 
mer notion, I ſhould not have queſti- 


oned- the - truth-. of any thing thar 


Great \ Auguſtine had faid , with- 
out undeniable . eviderice. to the 
contrary. But fith you cite him as 
DoRor ,- I ſhall value. S. . Auſtin; 
Authority, as-S. 4nfi» had: learn- 
ed to value | the. Authority of other 
1ous learned Doctors of, or be- 
ore his time, _ not credit what he 
ſaith, becauſe he ſaith it., bur be- 
cauſe he proves 'it true, either by 


Canonical Authorities: or probable 


Reaſons. , Howbeir, 


2th You obſerve: the Rule 2nd 
Me- 


- 


"Og _— 


4 
| 
yl 
*4 


0 OI 
: _ 


o p OIIRS Ws + 4 
I” ESTI *? 
-4 __— 2 
- 


TIS LG 4 oh. a an 9 9 A. cs th ns hed 


(153) 
Method not of Saint Af» , but Mr; 
Knot, ſabſtituting 7obn Calvinfor Mani- 
cheus; and I might by the fame' 
{ Rule obſerve the Method of ' Mr.” 
' Chillingworth, ſubſtitute Arians, as great 
pretenders then, as the Papiſts are 
now, for the Catholick Chutch 
put Geth or Vandal converted - by 
them for S. 4»ftin, for Manichens 
write Homoyffans, and then try whe-' 
ther the Argument, if but firſt fir- 
ted-to your purpoſe, be. not, as he 
JS fays, like a buskin. that will 
I fit any leg:: but I ſhall wave this, 
J and-in a juſt: parallel - let: you ſee 
4 plainly how: far. different .your pro-. 
14 ceedings are from thoſe of the great 
14 S. Avftin. Firſt then,S. Auſtin ſpeaks 
| of an Infidel that did not- as yet 
7 believe the Goſpel ; you direct your - 
|, ſpeech . to Chriftians, Proteſtants, 
4 that do already believeit,and that -up- - 
2 onthe account of Univerſal Traditi- 
3 on, the Scriptures, and the Divine 
38 Atrteſtations of Miracles, far bet- 
TT ter grounds than, your Popith prig- - 
WM ciples can or will allow. 'Secondly, 
8 S. 4+/iz ſuppoſes ſuch a one to 
& come 
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come.:4nd fay. Ido not believe, | un 


and thereupon; ſeeks to bring him. | mi 
to, and eſtabliſh; /him in the faith: | Re 
you' deal with ſuch as fay they do \ w 
eve, and ſeek to overturn theit' £m 
faich eſtabbſhed as aforeſaid, aver- | vi 
ring it's no- better than fancy and: } d: 
a; or: thus :did not Aſtin. ; | a 
irdly,'S. 4a/tin ſpeaks inthe fin- | V 
gular, number;arid precter Fenke, Nei-: (q ti 
ther had I believed the Goſpel, fi 


x by the Authority = 
Cp TIT | 
Goſpel: : vhaleſs" our Faith be :found- : } l t 
ed: upon. the. Authority: and-infal-" 41 
libility of. that ſociety of Chrifti- 
\ 

( 


t 


and- in; fubjection to the Biſhop of, : 
Rome.: Fonrthly-, thoſe. ito whom : 
Axſtis fibmitted',” required him to | 
believe the Goſpel and disbelieve- 
Manichens, who had two firftt. 3 
Principles.and canſequently rwoGads,' i 
and maintained feveral other e- 
rous apparently. repugnant « there--- 
192 unto :- 
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unto 2 thoſe to: whom you have ſab- 
mitted, i require you-to believe. che 

| | Real preſence ; Purgatory. ' Image» 

\ worſhip,” with other ſuch like Hu- 

F f maneinventions, and disbelieve Ca.- 

- ., vin, who. teacherh the Goſpel, and 

$: | declares againſt all ſuch Dodrins 

,/ | as donotaccordtherewith. Fifthly , 

We do not adviſe you to believe 

*/ |\ the Romaniſts, nor did you at the 

| firſt believe the Goſpel by the Ro- a. 

- # maniſts Preaching, but by the preach- 3.3 

A ing-of-the-Proteſtants : And there- Vit 

: Af fore if youll adhere to thoſe upon * 
44 whoſe grounds you did at firſt be- un” 

' {F lieve the Goſpel, fo long as you 0- 

je bey them, you ſhall not believe the 

+ Romaniſts; and if they ſay ( what one 

L; 

' 
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& wou!d think they ſhould) you did 


well whey y nn, the Prote- 
FÞ ſtants ben of the Gofpel, but 
& do ill when you believe the ſame 
# perſons decrying the Romaniſts, are 
{& you fo ſtupid as without any reafon 
2W@ givenunto you, to believe or disbe- 
Wlicve what they pleaſe? &c.... Had 
WF you indeed been bred a Papiſt, and | 
|| then could have proved the Ton s 
7 the | 


» 
' 


[T 156 J” 
the only Catholicks, and Proteſtants 
as.;groſs Hereticks as. the Manichees, 
there: might have been ſome gr 
for: ou parallel with S. Auſtin ;-as 


, you proceed upon a three- 
fold cSladyenage and C iſparity. 
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